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CONGESTION—THE “ONE IDEA” IN 
UTERINE THERAPEUTICS—ILLUS- 
TRATED BY THE HISTORY, DIAG- 
NOSIS, TREATMENT AND CURE OF 
A TYPICAL CASE. 


By E. N. CHAPMAN, M. A., M. D. 


Late Professor of Obstetrics, etc.,in the Long 
Island College llospital. 

In the Medical Record, of the 15th of Oc- 
tober last, I find, under the head of Reviews, 
a fierce onslaught upon my recent work en- 
titled ‘‘ Hysterology, a Treatise, Descriptive 
and Clinical, on the Diseases and the Dis- 
placements of the Uterus.’”’ Besides many 
other statements that have but one founda- 
tion, the spleen of the specialist-critic, who 
evidently is in mortal dread lest the treat- 
ment of female diseases may revert to the 
general practitioner, it is asserted that the 
book contains one idea only—the existence 
of congestion and the non-existence of in- 
flammation in all forms of womb-disease— 
and that this idea, even, is ‘‘as old as Hip- 
pocrates, and lacks, consequently, the slen- 
der merit of novelty to counterbalance its 
absurdity.” 

This assertion, the mere announcement of 
which carries with it a sufficient refutation, 
I propose to meet in this communication by 
relating a case which happily illustrates the 
pathology that I advocate, the practice that 
I follow, and the success that I attain by the 
local loss of blood. 

Preliminary to this, my main object, I 
wish to say a word in regard to a matter of 
minor importance, yet one which the flip- 
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me to notice. I did think that the recovery 
of 160 out of 244 cases treated locally, even 
when these cases were surrounded by all 
the disadvantages incident to a dispensary, 
would merit something better than a sneer, 
and that the attempt, however imperfect in 
the accomplishment, to add to our know- 
ledge of a branch in which, confessedly, 
there is ample room for improvement, would 
challenge that consideration which rightfully 
is due to the subject-matter, but I did not 
think that in a learned profession general 
principles, educed from clinical cases, would 
be turned into ridicule, and slang, misrepre- 
presentation and the like weapons called 
into requisition to kill a book, because, for- 
sooth, it failed to echo stereotyped doctrines 
and was presumptuous enough to take a new 
departure. ; 

The great question of the hour with phy- 
sicians is, what will cure their patients. 
The treatment based on the doctrine that is 
represented by the terms ulceration, indura- 
tion, metritis, endometritis, endocervicitie, 
etc., has, the last few years, been carried out 
in every conceivable way, and found to be 
always unreliable and sometimes mischiev- 
ous. In the meantime most medical men 
have been led to doubt the propriety of 
probing, supporting, injecting, burning, 
scraping, cutting and otherwise heroically 
attacking the uterus, and to regard the 
hazard so imminent and the success so pro- 
blematical from these various procedures, a3 
not to warrant a resort to means of such a 
questionable character, means that have 
time and again inflicted irreparable injury, 
and now and then resulted in death. Hence, 
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physicians now-a-days, being fully alive to 
these facts, are loth to place their patients in 
the hands of these curatores of the female 
sex. I ask myself, therefore, is it possible 
for one, two, three, yea, any number of 
critics, to grind the ‘‘ One Idea” to powder, 
and scatter it to the four winds, when this 
Idea is founded on asolid, immovable basis, 
the true physiological and pathological state 
of the genitalorgans? Indeed, I religiously 
beliéve that my position is impregnable, and 
that the doctrines which I have deduced 
from my clinical record will commend them- 
selves to my medical brethren, and will 
sooner or later revolutionize the entire treat- 
ment of womb-disease. I crave no favors, 
but I do demand a fair trial of my treatment 
before it is condemned. 

I will now give the details of a case that 
is remarkable in many particulars. 


CASE. 

Menorrhagia, Retroversion, Hyperzsthe- 
sia, Non-involution of round ligaments, 
Hypertrophy and Exfoliation of true uterine 
mucous membrane. 

Mrs, F., aet. 21, and marriedin her seven- 
teenth year, but now separated from her 
husband, came under my care September 6, 
1872. Three years since, at her only preg- 
nancy, she miscarried at about the comple- 
tion of the fourth month. Previous to this 
mishap she had always enjoyed unexcep- 
tionable health, and never experienced the 
slightest pelvic disturbance; but subsequent- 
ly she has suffered. from debility, and been 
periodically subjected to a profuse and pro- 
longed menorrhagic flow. Her health, 
strange to say, is not impaired other than 
by this excessive loss of blood, the equili- 
brium of the nerve-centres not being dis- 
turbed, nor the functions of the stomach 
and bowels affected. Her weight, however, 
is reduced from 120 to 94 pounds, and there 
exist, during the advent and presence of 
the catemenia, loss of appetite, fullness of 
the veins, swelling of the abdomen, a puffy, 
nodulated, neuralgic state of the breasts, 
and a general irritability, excitement, and 
feverishness of the system. 

At the miscarriage she flooded several 
days, and at her periods, that have since the 
miscarriage recurred with tolerable regu- 
larity every six weeks, she has been pro- 
fusely unwell from twelve to fourteen days. 
The show, preceded by the constitutional 
symptoms above mentioned, is, the first 
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four or five days, not only attended with 
these, but with others of a local character, 
that are occasioned by the supersensitive- 
ness of the genital organs and the passage 
of blood-clots. Thesecond, third and fourth 
days, the hemorrhage, which continues a 
week and a half with but little abatement, 
is so copious as to require the use of from 
eight to ten napkins in the twenty-four 
hours; and the suffering, which persists 
in a greater or less degree the entire period, 
is so severe as to induce pressure, weight 
and tension in the pelvis, dragging, gnaw- 
ing, aching sensations in the sacrum, and 
swelling, hardness and tenderness in the 
iliac and hypogastric regions. 

At the present date the hemorrhage has, 
after a continuance of eight weeks, been ab- 
sent three days, and the local symptoms, 
instead of subsiding, as is usual, are rein- 
forced and intensified by the presence of 
pains darting from the uterus to the left 
ovary. These pains have, from their severity 
and persistency, together with the nervous 
irritability engendered by the long continu- 
ance of the menorrhagia, caused coldness of 
the extremities, prevented sleep, and other- 
wise disturbed the due balance of the nerve- 
centres. 

This patient had most of the time during 
her illness been under the care of three phy- 
sicians, who, in succession, treated her dis- 
ease with various hemostatic remedies. 
The menorrhagia, however, defying their 
efforts, and from first to last retaining the 
same character, is now more unmanageable 
than ever before. From these facts it-was 
evident that a cure by these means, how- 
ever skillfully applied, or in this direction, 
whatever new path was taken, could not be 
attained. Wherefore, the expediency of at- 
tempting to subdue the disease by general 
remedies not being entertained, all hopes of 
success were, of necessity, centred in the 
local treatment, which to render efficient, a 
searching examination was now instituted. 

Examination by Palpation.—The abdo- 
men is enlarged, but is not tympanitic, and 
is at its lower front portion hard and.resist- 
ing, but is not decidedly sensitive except at 
a circumscribed space above the upper mar- 
gin of the pubic bones. 

Examination by Touch in Erect Posture.— 
The cervix retaining the virgin form, presses 
against the bas fond of the bladder, and the 
fundus, reversing its usual inclination, looks 
towards the promontory of the sacrum, but 
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the uterus, retaining the support that the 
utero-vesical band of fibres are designed to 
afford, remains at the proper level. The 
bladder and vagina are not displaced. The 
uterus, when balanced on the finger, as is 
done by first pushing the cervix backward, 
is found but slightly beavier than normal, 
the increase of weight being probably due to 
the amount of blood in its veins. 

Examination in Recumbent Posture.—The 

deviation of the cervix forward and of the 
fundus backward, are still more pronounced, 
the posterior face of the corpus being within 
reach of the finger. Manipulation of the 
cervix causes severe pain, which irradiates 
from the uterus to the left ovary. By 
placing the point of the finger on the cervix 
and pressing it backward and sidewise, the 
uterus is found to move freely in all di- 
rections, being apparently unrestrained, ex- 
cept by the utero-vesical and utero-rectal 
ligaments, the tonicity of which is unim- 
paired; but by pressing it forward and 
upward, the uterus retroverts still more de- 
cidedly, imparting the feeling as though the 
round ligaments were so much elongated as 
not to offer the slightest resistance. 
* Examination by Speculum.—The vagina is 
not inflamed, and the cervix presents no 
evidence of-disease excepting a slightly 
heightened color of its mucous membrane. 
The os uteri, neither expanded nor eroded, 
has a circular shape and is bounded by a 
narrow margin of congested capillaries, 
that bleed at a mere touch of the sound. 

To estimate the size of the corpus, the de- 
viation of the fundus, or the calibre of the 
cervix, the aid of the sound was not 
brought into requisition, as the first two 
points were rendered sufficiently evident by 
the touch, and the last by the recent pass- 
age of clots of blood. Any disease of the 
cervix was excluded by the sense of sight, 
and any growth, polypoid or fibroid, in the 
cavity or walls of the uterus, by the absence 
of marked development, notwithstanding 
the menorrhagia had been three years in 
progress. The main features of the case be- 
ing, therefore, the interval between the 
periods, the character of the menses, the 
position of the uterus, the length of the 
round ligaments, and the sensibility of the 
cervix, the problem to be solved was the 
relation of one to the others, and of all to 
some primary pathological cause. The 
speculum, as sometimes happens in the 
worst forms of uterine disease, failing to re- 
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veal the existence of any morbid action, it 
was necessary in making the diagnosis to 
rely exclusively on the history of the case, 
the facts elicited by the touch, and the ex- 
perience acquired in the treatment of other 
similar examples of menorrhagia. Indeed 
the finger, when it masters the tactus eru- 
ditus, is, in all cases, of an importance equal 
to that of the speculum, and is, in many, 
capable of imparting a knowledge not other- 
wise attainable. 

From what is observed in other instances 
of menorrhagia, dating from an abortion, it 
was presumed that the uterus remained the 
first three or four months much as it was 
left at the premature expulsion of the fetus; 
its veins not being disgorged, or its tissues 
renewed ; that, in time, the cervix com- 
pletely and the corpus almost entirely re- 
gained their original condition, the latter 
only being still supplied with an excess of 
blood ; that the ligamenta rotunda, which 
develop during pregnancy, and involute 
after delivery, pari passu with the uterine 
walls, failed, as they were constantly on the 
stretch, to regain their proper length, and 
that the corporeal mucous membrane, which 
was constantly fed by an active underlying 
circulation, became hypertrophied during 
the menstrual interregnum and exuviated 
at each of the periods, by which means the 
hemorrhage was, from the number and 
size of the blood-vessels laid bare, always 
copious, and clotted, being more like a 
flooding than a menstruation. For these 
and the like reasons the diagnosis was ar- 
rived at, that the menorrhagia was due to 
the abnormal development of the true ute- 
rine mucous membrane ; that this develop- 
ment was kept up by the chronic and active 
congestion of the body of the womb; that 
the fundus retroverted at an early stage of 
the disease before involution was instituted, 
and that the round ligaments, thus drawn 
upon, were unable to condense themselves 
and regain their normal length and tonic¢- 
ity. 
The opinion, therefore, being thus adopted 
that the actual pathological condition—the 
condition perpetuating the menorrhagia, 
retroversion, hyperzsthesia, etc.—was the 
volume and activity of the circulation in the 
uterine blood-vessels, it was proposed to re- 
lieve these vessels by local depletion. By 
this procedure it was confidently expected 
that the congestion would be subdued, the 
growth of the mucous membrane prevented, 
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the excessive flow at the periods checked , 
the length of the round ligaments reduced, 
and the depression of the fundus overcome; 
in a word, that the diseased and displaced 
uterus would be restored to its original con- 
dition. Hence the prognosis was with the 
greatest confidence announced tothe patient, 
that she would in four or five months com- 
pletely regain her health. 

September 6th. Scarified, punctured, and 
ordered the sixteenth of a grain of mor- 
phine every three hours. This small dose, 
which possesses stimulant, instead of ano- 
dyne properties, was designed to induce 
sleep by allaying the nervous irritability, 
and to promote warmth of the extremities 
by equalizing the circulation. 

September llth. The flow of blood, that 
was considerable at the operation, continued 
three days, and was nearly equal in amount 
to the product of an ordinary menstruation. 
The morphine being now no longer needed 
was discontinued, and its place supplied by 
the persulphate of iron. This solution was 
given in doses of fifteen drops, three times a 
day, for the purpose of giving richness and 
plasticity to the blood, and in this way add- 
ing directly to the patient’s strength and 
diminishing indirectly the hemorrhage at 
the next period. 

September 18th and 26th. Scarified, punc- 
tured and applied a forty-grain solution of 
the nitrate of silver to the inner cervix. 

September 30th. The last two operations 
caused as free and prolonged a flow of blood 
as that attending the first. The flow from 
the third operation had not ceased when the 
catamenia returned and continued a week. 
They were less clotted and profuse, and the 
general and local symptoms less troublesome 
than at any time the past three years. 

October 7th, 14th and 22d. Scarified and 
punctured. ; 

November Ist. The loss from the fourth 
and fifth operations was the same in amount 
and continuance as from the previous ones, 
but from the sixth was slight, the blood 
stopping immediately, and being only a 
drachm or two at the time. On the 22d the 
os tincse had lost its round and pouting 
appearance, and assumed that of a transverse 
slit, the lips of which were closed instead of 
opened, and inverted instead of everted. 
From this appearance, that always indicates 
the near completion of the reparative pro- 
cesses, as well as from the loss of blood at 
and after the last operation being extremely 
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scanty, a fact showing conclusively that the 
uterine tissues had condensed themselves 
and thus narrowed the calibre of the veins, 
I ventured to state to the patient that the 
disease was virtually mastered, and that her 
restoration to health would speedily be per- 
fected. At the present time the menses, 
which reappeared six days since, are at their 
decline, there being only a slight, dark-col- 
ored discharge. Neither the fever and swell- 
ing of the abdomen, nor the hemorrhage 
and pains in the pelvic cavity, symptoms 
formerly so urgent, have returned. Indeed, 
the disturbance, either general or local, has 
been but trivial, and the menstruation 
nearly normal, as on the worst day, the 
second, three napkins only were required. 

Nov. 6. The catamenia stopped three days 
ago. The patient says she has not a soli- 
tary bad feeling of any kind, and is, as far 
as she knows, perfectly well in every re- 
spect. On the various examinations above 
mentioned being practiced, it was found 
that the abdomen had regained its normal 
condition; that the round ligaments had by 
involution become shortened, by which 
means the fundus is drawn forward and the 
cervix thrown backward, and that the 
uterus had lost its unnatural mobility and 
sensitiveness, and assumed a position cor- 
responding to the axis of the excavation. 

Although the cure was apparently attained, 
still it was thoughtjudicious, in consideration 
of the chronic character of the congestion, 
and its sudden disappearance, to continue the 
operations the present menstrual interval, 
so that any danger of a relapse might be 
avoided. For this reason puncture and 
scarification were practiced at this date, and 
repeated a few days previous to the next 
period. 

Nov. 30. The catamenia, returning six 
days since, at the regular time, ceased yester- 
day. Their accession and progress occa- 
sioned little disturbance, no more than at 
any previous period of her life. In a word, 
the menstrual act was normal in every par- 
ticular. Asa resultof this favorable change 
in the uterus, the patient’s health is re- 
stored, and her weight has increased from 
94 to 111 pounds, an improvement showing 
conclusively that local depletion was a more 
efficient tonic, though indirect, than the 
many drugs with which, for three long 
years, her stomach had been drenched. 
As, however, the physiological congestion 
is prone to lapse into the pathological, and 
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thus re-light morbid action, it is proposed to 
make an examination the third or fourth 
day after this and the succeeding period, in 
order to guard against the danger of a re- 
lapse that always exists the first month or 
two after the completion of the cure. 

Dec. 5. The several examinations pre- 
viously enforced confirmed those made dur- 
ing the last monthly interval, and the knife 
that was employed to test the state of the 
uterine veins, drew a few drops of blood 
only, a result indicating that the conges- 
tion had not been renewed. The Nabothean 
glands, however, as is almost always ob- 
served a month or two following the removal 
of corporeal congestion, secrete an excess of 
albuminous matter, the disease in its retro- 
grade steps ever passing successively from a 
more complex toa more simple form. 

The solution of the nitrate of silver, for- 
merly used, was applied to the inner cervix 
for the purpose of imparting tone to the 
weakened capillaries, and thus restraining 
the secretion of the mucous glands within 
proper limits. This application may possi- 
bly be demanded some two or three times 
before the cervical catarrh is wholly sub- 
dued. 

In concluding this remarkable case, it is, 
perhaps, in place to inquire what, on the one 
hand, would have been the probable result, 
had the opinion been adopted that the re- 
troversion was the cause of the menorrhagia, 
and the attempt made by pessaries, stem, 
lever, and the like, to retain the uterus in 
position ; or, on the other, that the corporeal 
mucous membrane was in a state of chronic 
inflammation, and the attempt made to con- 
quer the disease by local applications, altera- 
tive and escharotic, such as those of iodine 
and acid nitrate of mercury. Certainly no- 
thing but disappointment, and, may be, dis- 
aster, could have attended these and similar 
modes of practice, modes that regard an 
effect as the cause, and sanction means 
which have many times aggravated the 
patient’s sufferings, and sometimes resulted 
in her death. 


EPIDEMIC INTERMITTENT FEVER. 
By P. J. FARNSWORTH, M. D., 
Of Clinton, Iowa. 


The Smithsonian Institute first inaugu- 


* rated a wide-spread’ system of meterologi- 


cal reports. These were matters of interest, 
but not sufficiently accurate or early enough 
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of transmission to make them particularly 
valuable. Under the War Department, by 
the use of the telegraph, they have become 
exceedingly valuable, both to commerce 
and agriculture. 

If some such system of reports in regard 
to the diseases of the country, and of the 
epidemics, could be devised, an immense 
benefit might accrue to the community in 
the discovery of the law of epidemics and 
the prevention of them. A “disease wave’’ 
spreads over the country, just as a cold cur- 
rent or one of storms prevails, and follows 
some great law yet to be discovered. 

It is to be hoped that the attention of the 
profession may be directed to this, and that 
some action may be taken at the next meet- 
ing of the American Medical Association by 
which a Bureau of Health may be estab- 
lished, and a system of sanitary reports be 
made in connection with the meteorological 
reports, for the two should in a measure be 
connected, by which the laws of the spread 
of diseases and their prevalence may be 
determined. 

A “tidal wave’ of malarial fevers swept 
over the land during the past year, which is 
probably unprecedented in our history. It 
is the purpose of the present paper to give 
some local details of its action, hoping that 
others may add theirexperience, which may 
do something to elucidate this important 
question. 

For ten years past, to the writer’s knowl- 
edge, and from the best authority, for sev- 
eral years previous to that, no distinct inter- 
mittent fever has appeared in this vicnity, a 
lucality about midway on the border of the 
State of Iowa, on the Mississippi river. Con- 
tinued fever, and a class of fevers, deromi- 
nated typho-malarial,occasionally appeared, 
but in no wise became general. Distinct 
ague or intermittent fever has not been 
seen here, unless imported from some other 
locality. During the fall of 1871, without 
any apparent climatic reason, intermittents 
made their appearance. The last part of the 
season wa3 very dry in the West; ague and 
intermittent forms of disease were here, and 
were reported in many parts of the State. 
This mostly disappeared during the winter 
and following spring. The fall of 1872, the 
past season, was wet and unusually hot. 
The last weeks of August and the first weeks 
of September had many days when the dry 
thermometer indicated a very high temper- 
ature, and the wet thermometer showed 
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almost equal degrees, indicating a hot and 
very damp atmosphere. This, after a very 
fruitful season, when there was much vege- 
table decomposition, was most favorable for 
the prevalence of malarial fever. This cli- 
matic condition prevailed over the West, but 
it is supposed did not prevail over the whole 
Union, yet we have from every portion of 
the country accounts of the prevalence of 
ague. The year before it prevailed almost 
as widely, and the season was very dry and 
not excessively warm. Last year it is said 
one American house sold seven hundred 
thousand ounces of quinine, and the demand 
became so great that the price at one time 
was nearly doubled. This year their sales 
must have been very much larger. 

The form of the disease this season was of 
a pure intermittent type, appearing in all 
its different forms and in various grades of 
severity. The mortality was very small, 
but the great numbers having the disease 
was remarkable. Not a single person in 
some parts of the town was exempt from 
it. Half the people living in long streets 
were down with it at the same time. 

A person in good health would be taken in 
the morning with a severe chill, followed by 
a fever, then the sweating stage. The next 
day he would be apparently well, the next 
would have the same symptoms over again, 
sometimes increased in severity, and so on 
until checked. Sometimes the attack would 
be very mild, scarcely perceptible, but al- 
ways increasing in severity. There was no 
disturbance of the digestive organs or of the 
heart or liver except when the fever was on. 
These dérgans continued healthy unless the 
fever ran too long, when the whole system 
sympathized. This was the form in which 
over the State as far as heard from. There 
it prevailed in this vicinity, and everywhere 
was less of the diseases incident to the sea- 
son than usual. It yielded readily to treat- 
ment, and was kept off easily if prophylactic 
means were used. 

Small-pox seems for the past two years to 
have taken on an epidemic character. The 
rise and progress of the horse disease might 
be easily traced, and might throw some light 
on the law of epidemics. It began in the 
northeast and spread rapidly west and 
south. Itdid not spread by contagion, for 
it oftentimes jumped over localities and 
went back; no localities have wholly escaped 
it. Some one predicts wide-spread epidem- 
ics following it. This may be the case. I 
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think it may bé shown rather to have fol- 
lowed a wide-spread epidemic. 

A few words in regard to the treatment of 
the intermittent fever. It yielded readily to 
quinine or some of the cinchona products. 
My practice was to give an opiate, usually a 
Dover’s powder, or morphine, in the first 
and second stages of the disease; this miti- 
gated the chill, or the fever, and then to 
follow it immediately with quinine or cin- 
chonia, in from one to ten grain doses, as 
fast as the system would assimilate it. 
When the fever was over, which it general- 
ly was in from two to five days, quinine or 
cinchonia was continued for some time after 
in diminished doses, to prevent a recur- 
rence. Quinine, when the chill or fever is 
on, aggravates the pain ; mitigate that, and 
then saturate the system as, fast as possible 
with it. Very large doses did not seem to 
cure as well as smaller doses. Almost as 
many ten grain doses would be required in 
eases that seemed to be similar as of five 
grain doses. Large doses were given in con- 
nection with opium at longer intervals with 
excellent effect. The theory that a poison, 
or a deficiency of something, was the cause 
of the disease, and that the quinine counter- 
acted or supplied the wanting element, 
seemed verified. 

Introduce the medicine as fast as the sys- 
tem can receiveit. No bad effects were ob- 
served, and in very few cases was cincho- 
nism produced. Quinine had no observed 
influence over the gravid uterus, in any 
stage, and many cases were noted. Mer- 
curials were used freely by many with no 
apparent good effect, and in many cases 
with very bad effect, for ptyalism was in 
many instances induced, which was worse 
and harder to cure than the original disease. 
In some obstinate cases arsenic was ‘used 
with good result. Other medicines were 
occasionally necessary ; strychnia and iron, 
and other tonics, were oftentimes used with 
or after the use of the cinchona products. 
A very extensive trial was made of cincho- 
nice sulph. In rather larger doses it was 
found to be as efficacious and in every way 
as good as quinine. The residue, after ex- 
tracting the quinine and cinchonia, a waxy 
looking substance, chinoideen, is prepared 
by Powers and Weightman, and was used 
with equally good results in large numbers 
of cases. This was the usual domestic reme- 
dy, with many families. With quinine at 
three dollars and cinchonia 50 or €0 cents, a 
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third or half more could be used, giving a 
large margin in favor of the cinchonia, It 
is an important item with many people, 
and many practitioners who must supply 
these medicines. My experience is fully 
sustained by others, and if there was no dif- 
ference in price I would as soon trust and 
use cinchonia, as quinine. 

The fever subsided when the first heavy 
frost came; a few chronic cases ran over into 
the winter, but now has entirely disappeared. 

December 22, 1872. 


=_ 


HospiraL REPORTS. 


PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL, 


Medical Clinic of J. M. DaCosta, M. D., Professor 
of the Practice of Medicine in the Jeffer- 
son Medical College. 


| REPORTED BY RALPH M. TOWNSEND, M. D. | 
December 14th, 1872. 


Lead Colic, with Marked Lead Cachexia. 


This case has just been admitted, and I now 
see it for the first time. I am told that it pre- 
sents striking features, and as they will be 
materially altered by treatment, I thought it 
best to bring it immediately before you. 
John R. was admitted yesterday (Dec. 13th). 
He is 29 years of age, and was formerly a 
sailor, but he now works in a lead manufactory. 
He has had gonorrhea twice, but never had a 
chancre, and never drinks to excess. By nature, 
heis a healthy man. His special busineés in the 
manufactory is to feed the rollers which grind 
the white lead. His fingers are constantly 
covered with this substance, and although the 
lead is wet, he states that considerable dust 
flies about him while at work. Three months 
ago he had an attack of colic which laid him up 
for five weeks; his bowels were constipated at 
the time, and great pain was present in his 
abdomen. He has never had any wrist drop. 
December 2d he was obliged to stop work, 
having felt badly for two weeks previously with 
abdominal pain and from want of appetite. 
Every day or two he has great pain in the abdo- 
men, so severe that he cries out. 

As he had not had a passage for four or five 
days previous to bis admission, he was directed 
to take a tablespoonful of castor oil with some 
drops of laudanum. The oil had to be repeated, 
and this only gave a slight costive movement. 
He was afterwards ordered a third tablespoonful. 

We will now examine him as he presents 
himself before us. What first strikes us is the 
marked evidence of anzemia. His tongue is 
pale and tremulously protruded, with a slight 
yellowish coating in the centre. His conjunc- 
tiva is pale; his whole color, in fact, is that of 
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marked cachexia or anemia. He has no wrist 
drop, nor has there been; his walk is good, and 
presents no evidence of paralysis. I dwell on 
this, because you may at times have paralysis 
in the leg, of the muscles corresponding to the 
extensor muscles of the forearm. He has no as- 
cites, no enlargement of the liver. He has 
griping pains across the upper portion of his 
abdomen corresponding to the transverse colon, 
and his spleen is large, extending below the 
margin ot the ribs. The patient also com- 
plains of palpitation of the heart, and an ex- 
amination shows his statement to be correct; 
his heart is beating with some violence; the 
first sound is short, defective; the second sound 
unusually distinct; the impulse perceived in two 
intercostal spaces is jerky, but not forcible; 
there is no murmur. His urine bes not yet 
been examined. 

This is a case of lead colic, with marked lead 
cachexia. We will therefore endeavor to ob- 
tain some evidence of lead in the system, as, 
thus far, we have based our theory on his state- 
ment, rather than eliciting anything distinctive 
in our examination. 

You might think the readiest of diagnostic 
marks would be found by examining the urine; 
but not so. True, lead has been found in the 
urine, but very rarely, and the frequency with 
which it is detected bears no kind of relation to 
the amount of lead in the system. The lead, - 
moreover, is not found by any ready chemical 
process, and expert chemists even have often 
failed to find it. 

Wrist drop; when it exists, is among the 
most certain of evidences. ‘The blue line found 
ou the edge of the gum is also distinctive. This 
man has it more largely developed than I ever 
remember to have seen it. The line is generally 
found more marked in the lower gum, but it is 
often developed to a considerable extent in the 
upper. It is seen in both gums here. There 
is a certain sponginess of the gum and an un- 
pleasant odor of the breath in these cases. 

Another test consists in the use of.a solution 
of the sulphuret of potassium. When lead is 
markedly present, by coating those parts which 
perspire readily, with this reagent, we have a 
black color produced, whereas there is no 
change in the color unless lead be present. 
Applying the test here, in the region of the 
axilla, we find the solution rapidly turning 
black. ‘Ilo compare the effect, my assistant 
places some on his hand, and we find it remain- 
ing yellow. 

These are positive tests, and we have thus 
established our diagnosis beyond doubt. Will 
our patient recover? I think he will, as treat- 
ment is generally productive of good results in 
these cases. The treatment here has to be 
twofold, viz., that directed towards the colic, 
the pain, and the constipation, and that of the 
cachexia. We could use remedies to benefit 
the latter if it existed alone, but which might 
increase the constipation, etc. 

To relieve the constipation, I shall continue 
the use of the castor oil, than which, in these 
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cases, there is no better purgative. Should the 
constipation prove obstinate, we shall combine a 
drop of croton oil with the castor oil, using this 
combination once or twice daily. This would 
produce full evacuation from the bowel. At 
present, however, the employment of croton 
oil does not seem necessary. The addition of 
belladonna to our cathartic will help to over- 
come both the constipation and the colicy 
pains. We will order: 


RK. Ext. belladonne, gr. 3. 
Ext. cannabis indica, gr. 4. 

Pulv. camphore, gr. 4. M. 

Ft. in pil. j. S. Take three times daily. 


This will relieve the spasmodic pain, and 
tend to promote free action of the bowel, the 
belladonna acting as a tonic to fhe muscular 
coat of the intestine. 

And nowcomes the question of the cachexia; 
if we did not attend to it our treatment would 
be inert. Sulphuric acid converts the lead in 
the system into the sulphate ; the French often 
use alum ; strychnia and iodide of potassium 
are also trusted agents for relief. Consider- 
ing the constipation I shall choose iodide 
of potassium in five grain doses, three times daily; 
soon increased to ten grains three times daily. 
I know it is effective. It eliminates the lead by 
way of the kidneys, and renders what remains 
innocuous by converting it into an insoluble 
iodide. As the case passes from its present 
condition into one of cachexia, as the abdomi- 
nal symptoms become less marked, I shall stop 
the belladonna aud castor oil and resort to 
strychnia, in doses of one-fortieth of a grain, 
three times daily, at the same time keeping up 
the iodide of potassium. 

Icannot conclude this case without refer- 
ence te another symptom, the palpitation of 
the heart. It is not unfrequent in these cases. 
Lead acts as a poison to the heart, weakens 
and irritates it, making it act irregularly and 
with greater frequency. Should this persist we 
might have dilated hypertrophy. The bella- 
donna ordered in this case was also given to act 
on the disturbed cardiac innervation. 


Sciatica in a Hysterical Man. 


I present this case to you rather as a continu- 
ation of those nervous affections we have been 
considering, than for any strong individual pecu- 
liarities it may present. 

John A., aged 46 years, was admitted Octo- 
ber 8th. He has been a temperate man, and 
never had venereal disease.. Sixteen years ago 
he was in a hospital in Sweden, suffering from 
“breast sickness.’’ Five years ago he entered 
a New York hospital, again afflicted with 
‘breast sickness’? and with rheumatism, his 
arms being much swollen. He states that when- 
ever he is sick he spits blood. About the Ist 
of last August he was seized with pain in the 
left loin, which afterwards ran down the course 
of the sciatic and posterior tibial nerves. 
August 20th he stopped work. His treatment 
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has consisted in the use ofa hypodermic injec- 
tion of the one-sixth of a grain of the sulphate 
of morphia at night, along with the internal ad- 
ministration of iron. This failing to relieve 
him he was ordered the tincture of cannabis 
indica, and was blistered over the course of the 
nerve. At present he is taking the iodide of 
potassium, but he still complains of great pain 
and cannot walk without sticks. A very little 
agape gives him great pain, makes him cry; 
e is strangely emotional. 

This case, then, as you perceive by the his- 
tory, has been a disappointing one; no treat- 
ment has been of much benefit. Remem- 
bering worse cases of sciatica to have been 
cured by some one of the many forms of treat- 
ment to which this patient has been subjected, 
it occurred to me that the persistence of his ail- 
ment was more imaginary than real; in other 
words, that I had to do with a case of hysteri- 
cal sciatica, or at least of very moderate sciat- 
ica in a hysterical person. Since I have been 
inclined to look upon it in this light, I have seen 
many symptoms that have helped to confirm my 
diagnosis. For instance, one evening, after he 
had talked and cried for some time, we found 
the cause of bis trouble to be that some of the 
inmates of the ward had taken his sticks. 
Again, on two occasions he has remained upon 
his back for several hoiirs, breathing and groan- 
ing like a hysterical woman, his pulse mean- 
time being of natural force and frequency. 

We will direct a hot iron to be laid upon the 
course of the affected nerve, trusting as much 
to its moral as to the physical effect of this 
firing. 

We gave this man iodide of potassium, as 
there had been a history of rheumatism in his 
case. This remedy will now be substituted by 
teaspoonful doses of the fluid extract of vale- 
rian, three times daily, along with ten drops of © 
the tincture of cannabis indica. 

The case is a singular one, but you must not 
suppose it impossible to have hysteria in males. 
I bave seen men with hysterical pains in the 
breast, and when excited their breasts would 


swell. 
(To be Continued.) 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY OF 
BALTIMORE. 


[Reported by J. W. P. Bates, M. D.] 
Eclampsia. 


Dr. Joun Morris related the case: I was 
called to attend a nervous, delicate woman, 
aet. 22, in labor. For two or three months 
previous she had complained of pain in the 
back, and at the time of confinement was very 
much swollen over the body and limbs. On 
the day of labor she complained of pain in the 
head, and musce volitantes. The labor pro- 
gressed naturally, and at 64 o’clock she was de- 
livered; the placenta coming away immediately 
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afterwards. After deMvery she was extremely 
irritable, and would not see the child. During 
the day she complained of being sleepy, but 
not after delivery. These things did not strike 
me very forcibly at the time, as I had frequently 
seen similar cases which did well, and as I had 
no light in the room until I tied the cord, I did 
not notice her swollen appearance. I left her, 
and during the night she seemed quite comfort- 
able, but about eight o’clock next morning, 
fourteen hours after delivery, she was seized 
with a violent convulsion, for which Dr. Mur- 
ray, who lived quite near her, was called in. 
He bled her to the extent of eight or ten 
ounces, gave 


R. Potass. brom., 
Chloral hydrate, ia 5j. 


and inhalations of chloroform. WhenI saw 
her shortly afterward the convulsions had 
ceased, and to prevent return I gave the bro- 
mide in yr. xxx-xl doses. The convulsions 
came on again with increased violence, and Dr. 
Murray proposed bleeding, but as I believed 
they were caused by uremia, I declined to do 
so, and applied four or five leeches to the tem- 
ples, cold applications to the head, and warmth 
to the feet and over the abdomen. The con- 
vulsions continued all day. Dr. Byrd was then 
called in, and he likewise recommended bleed- 
ing, which I declined to do. We introduced a 
catheter and tested the urine, which seemed to 
be almost a mass of albumen. We applied 
mustard over the kidneys, which was the only 
thing which seemed to have any effect in rous- 
ing her, while at the same time I compressed 
the carotids for probably half an hour. She 
had no convulsions afterwards, but was uncon- 
scious for twenty-four hours, At one time she 
seemed to be sinking, for which brandy and 
beef tea were administered. The headache and 
blindness disappeared by degrees. She is do- 
ing well, but the urine now, fourteen days after 
delivery, contains a large proportion of albu- 
men, ‘T’here was no retention or suppression 
of urine at any time, the kidneys acting quite 
er If she had been a woman of full habit, 
and I had not known her constitution so well, 
I might have consented to the bleeding, but 
now I think I was right in not doing so. 

Dr. Morfit.—How long was the pressure 
continued on the carotids ? 

Dr. Morris.—The convulsions were recurring 
about every half hour, and I kept up the pres- 
sure until all signs of convulsions had ceased. 
I saw a change at once upon its application. I 
first compressed one carotid, afterwards both. 

Dr. Lynch.—How long had the urine been 
standing ? 

Dr. Morris.—But a short time. She passed 
a gteat deal of urine, as there was no arrest of 
the secretion. 

Dr. Lynch.—The presence of albumen is not 
sufficient evidence that there was urzemia, and 
that her brain was poisoned by the retained 
urea. é; 
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Dr. Erich.—I have seen five cases of post- 
Leste tapes but I never saw a case ter- 
minatefatally in which bleeding was used in the 
early stages. I bleed, not so much to stop the 
convulsion, as to prevent mischief to the brain 
substance. In the case of Dr. Morris, I think 
the bleeding did good. I would bleed even if 
the convulsions were ursemic. : 

Dr. Evans.—How does bleeding remove the 
effusion ? 

Dr. Erich.—I depend upon it not so much to 
remove as to prevent effusion. By diminishing 
the pressure I diminish the liability to mischief. 

Dr. Morris.—In the Rotunda Hospital, Dub- 
lin, they acknowledge that this disease baffles 
them. They have abandoned bleeding, chloro- 
form, etc., and confess that they hardly know 
how to treat a case. Dr. Denman told me that 
it was no unusual thing to have epidemics of 
puerperal convulsions. A large number may 
be caused by irritation, but a larger number by 
uremic poisoning. 

Dr. Friedenwald.—Dr. Morris refers to epi- 
demics of convulsions, I have seen quite a 
number of cases in the hospitals at Vienna yield 
to morphia and chloroform. The uniform good 
results made me doubt their being anything 
more than hysterical convulsions. The disease 
was talked over among the women until they 
got to expect spasms, and they were not dis- 
appointed. 


Tedious Labor.” 


Dr. Friedenwald related the following case 
before the Baltimore Medical Association: 


I was called to attend a lady in her sixth con- 
finement who had always had tedious labors. 
Upon making an examination I found the labor 
progressing slowly, and as I had been told of the 
trouble she experienced -in previous confine- 
ments, I determined, after waiting a reasonable 
time, to apply forceps. By its aid the head 
was delivered without much difficulty, but the 
shoulders were fast. Running my finger 
around I found an unnatural projection of one 
of the sacral vertebra, or exostosis, against 
which the shoulders were firmly pressed. At 
this time there was total inactivity on the part 
of the womb. I gave a good dose of ergot and 
made as strong traction as I could with my 
finger in the axilla, but for some time made no 
progress. At last a very strong pain came on, 
which, aided by traction on my part, expelled 
the child. Unfortunately it was dead. Upon 
inquiry I found that every physician who had 
attended her had had the same difficulty, and 
out of six confinements only three children had 
been born alive. In one of the living children 
there had been either dislocation of the 
shoulder, or fracture of the arm. I think one 
eause of the difficulty was the cessation of the 
pains, for when a strong expaulsive pain came 
the child was expelled. The face was directed 
back and there seemed to be but little if any 
rotation of the shoulders. BY 

Dr. Morris.—The proper plan is to bring the 
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shoulder into the hollow of the sacrum. The 
projection of the promontory of the sacrum is 
very common, and is a very frequent cause of 
tedious labor. If the head passed, the shoulders 
ought also to have done so. The blunt hook 
was the only thing to use, and it was unfortu- 
nate that the Doctor did not have one with 
him. I never wait for the shoulders to come 
down. I pass up my finger, or the hook, and 
make traction sufficient to bring them down, 

Dr. Friedenwald.—I thought the delivery of 
the shoulders was a simple thing until I tried it 
in this case. The difficulty with the finger was 
that I could not bring it in a position to make 
proper traction. I did not mind breaking the 
arm, as I would have told them what I had 
done, and treat the fracture afterwards. 

Dr. Dickson.—Were the shoulders excessive- 
ly broad ? 

Dr. Friedenwald.—I did not measure them, 
but they did not appear to be so. 

Dr. Latimer.—I think there must have been 
some preternatural breadth of the shoulders. 

Dr. Friedenwald.—I think not. I attribute 
the cause of delay to the total cessation of the 
pains ; had they continued I would have suc- 
ceeded without much difficulty. 

Dr. Latimer.—I am disposed to disagree 
with the Doctor. Where the same thing occurs 
in six successive labors, we are not justified in 
attributing it to atony. Unless actual meas- 
urem¢nt decided otherwise, I should think 
there must be extraordinary breadth of the 
shoulders, The rule is that the shoulders will 
pass where the head does. I think I should 
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have introduced my fingers into the ‘child's 
mouth, and thus tried to keep up respiration 
until delivery could be accomplished. 

Dr. Friedenwald.—When the pain did come 
there was no great difficulty in deliveriog the 
child. In her six confinements she has always 
been confined on the twenty-second day of the 
month, and at four o’clock in the morning. 

Dr Arnoid.—It is very proper to presume 
that if the Doctor had waited long enough, the 
uterus would have expelled its contents, but it 
took an unusual length of time on account of 
the mal-formation of the pelvis, and the pro- 
jection of the promontory of the sacrum. I 
think gentlemen are deceived by the fact that 
the shoulders so soon follow the head in natural 
labor, and they forget that this was a tedious 
one, and it took force to extricate the head 
from the pelvic cavity. The same obstacle 
which opposed the passage of the head, would 
prevent the quick delivery of the shoulders, 
and there was no chance to apply force in their 
extraction. 

Dr. Morris.—I never saw a case in which ex- 
traordinary efforts were required to deliver 
the shoulders after the head had passed. There 
is no difficulty if you pass your hand up and 
pag shoulders in the right diameter of the 

elvis. 
. Dr. Latimer.—We do not ordinarily find the 
same difficulty, as in Dr. Friedenwald’s case, 
after the application of the forceps. We usu- 
ally find the shoulders pass without much 
trouble,even after we have had to use consider- 
able force to deliver the head. 
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PERISCOPE. 


Remarks on Balsam of Copaiba. 


Dr. A. Fumovuze, of Paris, says, in the 
American Journal of Syphilography :— 

As copaiba is composed of an essential oil, 
holding in solution a certain proportion of 
resin, which is itself composed of copaivic acid, 
and of a minute portion of soft resin, it only 
remains to ascertain which are the channels of 
elimination of its constituent principles. Ae- 
cording to the rule laid down by Gubler,* sub- 
stances which are foreign to the economy are 
eliminated-by the emunctories of the normal 
elements which they resemble. Thus, volatile 
substances, such as the essential oil of copaiba, 
are exhaled by the sudoriparous glands and 
the respiration; its neutral salts and salifiable 
substances, for instance, the resin, are princi- 
pally eliminated with the urine. If this theory 
were absolutely correct, it would suffice to ad- 


* Gubler: Commentaires thérap., preface, p. xiii. 
Paris, 1868, 





minister separately the resin of copaiba in 
affections of the urinary organs, and the 
essence in those of the respiratory organs and 
skin. 

But Bernatzick* has demonstrated by his 
experiments that this process is not quite so 
simple. This observer has just shown that the 
essence of copaiba is not entirely eliminated by 
the respiratory organs and the sudoriparous 
glands; but that a noticeable quantity of this 
essence, from 4 to 5 per cent., becomes oxi- 
dized in the organism, and is eliminated with 
the urine in the form of resin. A small por- 
tion is also passed unaltered in the urine, and 
gives to it the odor ‘‘sui generis’ which it is 
found to possess after the administration of 
copaiba. 

According to him, the resin of copaiba 
passes through the urine in the proportion of 
from 10 to 13 per cent. of the amount of resin 
administered. The elimination of this sub- 
stance by the kidneys considerably increases 


* Bernatzick: Pharmac. Studien itiber den Co- 
paiva Bals. Prag. Vjhschr., C. (xxv, 4), p. 239, 1868. 
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the urinary secretion, and does not commuti- 
cate any odor to it. 

Having ascertained these facts, Bernatzick 
desired to test the separate curative action of 
the balsam, also of its essence and its resin, on 
gonorrbees. 

Admitting that the therapeutical effect of 
balsam copaiba on the vesical and urethral 
mucous membranes is due to the contact of 
the urine charged with its medicinal principle, 
it might be believed that the resin of copaiba 
would be the sovereign remedy against those 
diseases, since the active principles of the bal- 
sam are eliminated in a resinous form by the 
urine. But such is not the case. Bernatzick 
always obtained better results with the copaiba 
itself than with the resin, for the following rea- 
sons. After a few days the resin is not easily 
tolerated by the intestines, and its absorption 
by the digestive organs is diminished; conse- 
quently, the proportion of the resinous princi- 
ple eliminated by the urine is considerably 
reduced; it even becomes frequently necessary 
to suspend the treatment. With the balsam 
this disadvantage is much lessened, the remedy 
is more readily tolerated by the intestines, and 
the proportion of resin eliminated by the urine 
is about the same during the whole course of 
the treatment. 

As to the essence of copaiba administered 
separately, it has an evident action on urethral 
catarrh, but insufficient to induce resolution. 


Bernatzick’s experiments demonstrate the 
important fact that the active principle of a 
medicinal substance, such as the resin of 
copaiba in relation to gonorrbee., may be 
practically inferior to the substance ttself, as 
at ts less readily absorbed by the organs of 
digestion. ; 

ndeed, it is not sufficient to isolate the 
active principle of a medicinal agent, but an 
exctptent must be found for the principle thus 
isolated, and frequently the best excipient, as | 
in the copaiba, is furnished by nature itself. 
Here the essence is not only an excipient, but 
it is also an adjuvant. Whilst it lessens the 
irritating effects of the resin on the intestine, 
it also contributes to the curative action, by 
the proportion of the resin formed at its ex- 
pense. 

Finally, notwithstanding the opinion of a few 
physicians, neither the essence nor the resin 
could replace the balsam, in the treatment of 
gonorrhcea. In reference to which the phar- 
macologist Jeannel* says: ‘‘It is difficult to 
oblige one to accept the artificial improvement 
for that which is naturally good (copaiba.)’’ 


For other affections besides vesical and ure- 
thral catarrh, the isolated use of the essence, 
which has especial actionon the respiratory 
organs and the skin, is unnecessary, as the bal- 
sam generally contains a sufficient proportion 
of the essential oil to be employed in its natu- 
ral condition against these affections. 





* Jeannel: Article Copahu, Nouveau Dict. de 
Méd. et de Chir. prat., publié par Jaccoud, Paris. 
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Testep Copaina.—Copaiba has been fre- 
quently found fault with on uccount of the un- 
certainty of its, effects, However, most fre- 
quently it is not the copaiba which is to blame, 
but it is the carelessness with which (like many 
other remedies) it is selected. For there is no 
substance more variable in its composition than 
copaiba, Thus’ there are some copaibas con- 
taining but 30 per cent. of the essence, whilst 
others contain as high as 80 per cent.; besides 
which all the intermediate degrees may be met, 
with. It may be easily conceived that copai- 
bas rich in the essence would be excellent for 
the treatment of diseases of the respiratory 
organs and skin, as these two are the principal 
emunctories of the essence; but such copaiba 
cannot be relied on in the treatment of gonor- 
rhe. 

It is thus indispensable and important to 
make use only of Tested Copaiba. Unfortu- 
nately pharmacologists have paid but little at- 
tention to this question; the pharmacist, also, 
indifferently admits into his pharmacy all kinds 
of copaiba, without taking note of the propor- 
tion of the resin and essential oil contained in 
each, which should be in the proportion of 
about 55 per cent. of the former and of about 
45 per cent. of the latter. This proportion ap- 
pears to be the best, as it is sufficient for all 
the cases in which the balsam is made use of.* 
Would not our statement in reference to co- 
paiba be equally applicable to nearly all the 
natural medicinal substances? Is not testing 
the most pressing reform necessary to introduce 
into our pharmaceutical code(?) that which 
should precede the most radical reforms, which 
consist in substituting the isolated chemical 
agents for the natural substances which contain 
them. 

There are in fact two points to overcome be- 
fore arriving ata complete realization of the posi- 
tive tendencies of the science of medicine of the 
present day. As long as the chemical proper- 
ties and the physiological effects of natural 
substances or of their components are but imper- 
fectly known, it will be necessary to limit one’s 
self in practice to the testing of those sub- 
stances. Such should be the first step of 
rational therapeutics, which is that of the fu 
ture. But this first stage will be of a mach 
longer duration than many leading spirits 
imagine. Medicine, indeed, does not require 
revolutions engendered by exclusive systems, 
but only reforms resting on the solid basis of 
experimentation. Therefore it is only after 
having acquired a thorough knowledge of medi- 
cinal substances that it will be possible to sub- 
stitute for each one of them the principle, or 
the immediate principles, which represent it in 
its useful effects. All our efforts should there- 
fore tend towards this second point, already 


* We must say that, among the preparations of 
copaiba lately submitted to our examination, we 
have found one which evidently contains 

] it is the gluten capsule: in of Paris, 


8 
The analysis of the copaiba contained in these 
capsules almost Invariably yielded about 55 per 
cent. of resin and 45 per cent, of essential oil, 
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agen by a small number of medicinal agents. 
ut above all let us not seek to forestall it by 
preconceived ideas. 





On Caffein. 


In a recent number of Pfluger’s Archiv. Dr. 
Aubert describes some researches on this sub- 
stance. Seeking to ascertain the proportion 
of caffein or thein in a cup of coffee or tea, he 
arrived at numerical results somewhat above 
, those of his predecessors. According to him a 
cup of coffee, forming an infusion of 16.75 gr. 
of dry coffee grains, contains about 0.1 gr. to 0.12 
gr. of caffein, and an infusion of 5 gr. to 6 gr. 
of dry leaves of very good tea contains about 
0.1 gr. to 0.12 gr. of caffein. 

He studied the effect of this alkaloid on the 
nerves, muscles, respiratory movements, heart, 
and circulation. Caffein increases the reflex 
excitability, and may produce tetanus. Dr. 
Aubert, with most authors, considers this a 
medullary tetanus; for it is not produced in the 
leg of a frog, if the ischiatic nerves are cut, 
and it takes place in a limb the circulation in 
which has been stopped by a ligature before 
subcutaneous injection of the caffein into the 
skin of the back. An injection of 0 005 gr. 
into the skin of a frog, 1.20 gr. into the jugu- 
lar of a rabbit, 0.200 gr. into the jugular of a 
dog or cat, produces tetanus. Dr. Aubert did 
not observe the weakening of excitability of the 
nerves referred to by Voit and others. Ac- 
cordiog to him the nervous excitability is 
altered only in the case of the nerve being 
plunged directly in a solution of caffein. The 
muscular excitability is not affected so long as 
the caffein is not applied to the muscles them- 
selves. He does not agree with those who say 
it is caffein which gives to coffee its principal 
qualities. He thinks the reviving action of 
coffee, which makes it such a favorite beverage, 
is not yet scientifically explained. 


Effects of Alcohol, 


Dr. Dickinson, of London, recently delivered 
an address on this topic, which has been sharply 
criticised. 

After giving a general summary of the con- 
clusions at which he had arrived, Dr. Dickin- 
son says:—‘‘So far we have seen only the ill 
which alcohol produces. It may be asked, Is 
there none which it obviates? Apart from its 
medicinal action, which the evidence before us 
does not touch, has it no per contra of preven- 
tion? It is not easy to answer this inquiry. 
Some active inflammations, such as pneumonia 
and endocarditis, are diminished in the alco- 
holic trades; but it must at once be seen that 
the increase-of the aleoholic disorders must ne- 
cessarily cause an apparent diminution in all 
which are unaffected by this agent. A man 
may be saved from pneumonia or acute rheuma- 
tism, not because alcohol is antagonistic, but 
because it kills him prematurely in another 
way. He can die but once. Therefore, though 
under alcohol some forms of disease are com- 
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paratively infrequent, we must use much cau- 
tion in conclading that it has a directly pre- 
ventive influence. Nevertheless, it may be laid 
down as an axiom that any drug which can do 
harm can do good. Disease is most various, 
and may, or rather must, represent contrary 
conditions. It may be positive or negative, 
plus or minus. Too much or too little of any 
of the shapes of heat, food, and work, may 
spoil the equipoise of health. Ifa drag pro- 
mote one change, it may prevent its opposite. 
Alcohol certainly gives an asthenic type to dis- 
ease. Although we cannot as yet say that it 
defibrinates, yet it retards adhesive and plastic 
processes. ‘T'his influence may be beneficent if 
it hinder the development of acute inflamma- 
tion, and obviate the formation of coagula 
where, as in acute rheumatism, the process is 
harmfal. It is possible that by some such an- 
tagonism we may explain the remarkable 
paucity of endocarditis in the alcoholic series. 
But, at the best, the protecting is less certain 
and less effective than the deteriorating influ- 
ence.. In brief and final enumeration, alcohol 
replaces more actively vital materials by fat 
and fibrous tissues; it substitutes suppuration 
for new growth; it promotes caseous and earthy 
change; it helps time to produce the effects of 
age; and, in a word, is the genius of degenera- 
tion.”’ 





Uremic Poisoning. 


Dr. A. Ford, of Boone, Kent county, Michi- 
gan, gives this case in the Chicago Medical 
Journal: — 

February 11, 1872. Mr. M. came into my 
office with his daughter, 11 years old, for advice. 

Symptoms. A slight puffiness of the face 
and some swelling of feet and ankles. Parents 
had noticed the swelling for a week. Child 
said she was not sick; had no pain except oc- 
casionally a little in the region of the heart; 
bowels costive, and urine scanty. Prescribed 
a cathartic, and a diuretic of acetate of potassa, 
which-relieved the symptoms for the time. 

On the morning of the 17th was summoned 
in great haste. U—— was having convulsions. 
Found the symptoms the same as at first, with 
entire suppression of urine, and patient vomit- 
ing everything she swallowed; spasm of both 
voluntary and involuntary muscles, lasting from 
three to five minutes, and recurring every half 
or three-fourths of an hour. Gave morphine, 
one-fourth grain, but it was immediately re- 
jected; used chloroform to control the spasms 
—it would stop them within about one minute. 
Stayed with the patient, and sent for Dr. M. 
for counsel. For three or four hours the patient 
was conscious between the fits, after that she 
was comatose. 

Near night Dr. M. came, and confirmed my 
diagnosis of poisoning from non-elimination, 
and. accumulation of urea. Used morphine, 
one-fourth grain, by hypodermic injection, and 
repeated it in one hour and a half; in three 
hours repeated it again. The vomiting having 
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ceased, gave fluid ext. Aralia Hispida, dr. ss., 
once in two hours, and 


hk. Fluid ext. verat. viride, gtts. ij. 
Fluid ext. belladonna, gtts. j. 
in a teaspoonful of water once in two hours. 


Interval between the convulsions increased 
to one hour and a half till ten o’clock, P. M., 
when they ceased. Continued same treatment 
through the night and next day. Toward 
evening found a fullness in the region of the 
bladder, and at seven o’clock p. m. used the 
catheter and drew off twenty four ounces of 
very dark-colored urine. During the night she 
passed urine three or four times, saturating a 
large folded sheet eachtims. Continued treat- 
meat, but only gave medicine half as often. 

She remained unconscious for three days, 
and then the coma gradually left her. The 
dropsy subsided, and she convalesced finely. 


e Treatment of Epithelioma. 


At a recent meeting of the clinical Society of 
London, Mr. Lawson exhibited a patient from 
whom he had removed a large epitheliomatous 
tumor of the upper maxilla, first. by excising 
the diseased mass, and then by freely applying 
the actual cautery and chloride of zinc paste 
spread on small pieces of lint. The man was 
admitted into the Middlesex Hospital in March, 
1872. He had then, over the superior maxilla 
of the left side, a soft elastic tumor about the 
size of a small egg, which was evidently grow- 
ing from within the antrum. The bone over it 
had been partially absorbed, and the tumor was 
pressing upon the skin, which in places was 
adherent to it. He could blow through the Jeft 
nostril, showing that the cavity of the nose was 
not encroached on by the growth. On looking 
into the mouth, there was a small soft tumor 
bulging above the alveolus, about the size of 
half a walnut. The patient was discharged 
from the hospital in the following July, all 
traces of the disease having been eradicated. 
Mr. Lawson remarked that the cases of soft 
tumors of the upper maxilla which seem peca- 
liarly fitted to this mode of treatment are those 
in which the hard palate has not been invaded 
by the disease.» As a further illustration of the 
permanent advantages which will sometimes 
follow the use of the chloride of zinc paste 
combined with the excision of the tumor, Mr. 
Lawson brought forward a poor woman from 
whom he had in 1866 excised a large scirrhous 
growth from the orbit, and afterwards applied 
the chloride of zinc. In this patient, the whole 
orbit became detached in one piece, and the 
woman had since continued quite well. 

Mr. Heath said that, for epithelioma and 
other diseases of the jaw, where there was free- 
dom of the mucous membrane from disease, the 
prospect of operation was encouraging. He 
himself did not object to sacrifice the skin. 

Mr. Lawson, in answer to Mr. Bryant, who 
referred to the rarity of epithelioma of the 
antrum, said that the disease showed the ordi- 
nary appearances of epithelioma. ~ 
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Mr. Halke thought it doubtfal if the epithe- 
lioma originated in the autram, as the antrum 
did not exhibit any bulging out of its anterior 
wall, or the other symptoms which would have 
been expected. Probably the disease originated 
in the alveolus, and invaded the antrum. 
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NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. 


—In favor of a useful improvement is 
an article by Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washing- 
ton, D. C., on ‘‘ Free Parks and Camping 
Grounds; or, Sanitariums for the Sick and 
Debilitated Children of Large Cities during 
the Summer Months.”’ It contains many 
statistics worthy the profound contempla- 
tion of the philanthropist. 





BOOK NOTICES. 





Transactions of the Medical Association, of 
the State of Alabama. Session of 1872. 
lvol. Paper. pp. 220. 


This constitutes the fourth volume of trans- 
actions published by the Association, and is 
in all respects quite equal to either of its 
predecessors. The annual address is by the 
President, Dr. T. C. OsBorN, the annual 
oration by Dr. J. 8. WEATHERLY. The 
larger part of the volume is occupied by 
the reports of county societies, fifteen of 
which are represented, and which, taken 
together, give a rich and instructive exhibit 
of the climatic conditions, local diseases, 
epidemics, and sanitary facts of the State, 
for the year 1871. Some special questions 
of therapeutical interest are discussed in 
these papers. Dr. A. G. MABRy, for in- 
stance, has an article on the therapeutic ap- 
plication of quinine; Dr. H. B. RoBINson 
describes the miasmatic cachexia; a careful 
report on the surgery of Mobile county is 
contributed ‘by Prof. J. T. GrLMorRgE, M. D.; 
an observation is made by Dr. GEoRGE T. 
NorgIs (page 139), which may prove of 
high value, namely, the marked _ beneficial 
effects, curative and prophylactic, of Cimi- 
cifuga racemosa in small-pox. He found, 
also, that while a person is drinking daily 
of the root of this plant, he could not suc- 
ceed in vaccinating them successfully. 

Our thanks for the volume are due to our 
valued contributor, Dr. W. Stump For- 
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THE REPORT OF THE SURGEON GENE- 
RAL, U.S. A. 


The Report of the Surgeon General, re- 
cently issued, contains, as usual, much of 
general professional interest. We learn 
from it that the monthly reports of sick and 
wounded received during the year represent 
an annual average mean strength of twenty- 
four thousand one hundred and one white, 
and two thousand four hundred and ninety- 
four colored troops. 





Among the white troops, which, it is seen, 
constitute the large majority, the total num- 
ber of cases of all kinds reported as taken 
on the sick list was forty-seven thousand 
five hundred and seventy-five, being at the 
rate of one thousand nine hundred and 
seventy-four per one thousand of mean 
strength. (That is very nearly two entries on 
sick report during the year for each man.) 
Of the whole number forty thousand two 
hundred and sixty-five, or one thousand six 
hundred and seventy-one per one thousand 
of strength were taken on the sick report for 
disease, and seven thousand three hundred 
and ten, or three hundred and three per one 
thousand of strength for wounds, accidents 
and injuries. 
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The average number constantly on sick 
report during the year was one thousand 
two hundred and seventeen, or fifty-one 
per one thousand of strength ; of these nine 
hundred and sixty-two, or forty per one 
thousand of strength were under treatment 
for disease, and two hundred and fifty-five, 
or eleven per one thousand of strength for 
wounds, accidents and injuries. 

The total number of deaths reported was 
three hundred and sixty-seven, or fifteen 
per one thousand of mean strength. Of 
these two hundred and sixty-eight, or eleven 
per one thousand of strength, died of disease, 
and ninety-nine, or four per one thoysand 
of strength, of wounds, accidents and inju- 
ries. The proportion of deaths from all 
causes to cases treated was one death to one 
hundred and thirty cases. 

The Army Medical Museum continues to 
receive valuable contributions, which are at 
once properly prepared, mounted, and their 
histories entered in the descriptive cata- 
logue. The number of visitors to it during 
the year were over seventeen thousand, 
many of whom were in search of informa- 
tion not obtainable in any other quarter. 
Memoranda and photographs have been 
furnished to assist in the decision of cases of 
applicants for the benefits of the various 
Acts of Congress in relation to maimed and 
disabled soldiers and pensioners ; and as the 
extent of this collection becomes better 
known, its usefulness is widely increased, 
not only by affording opportunities for 
study to the professional man, but also in 
promoting the ends of justice in supplying 
evidence for comparison in criminal trials. 

The Craniological Cabinet contains nearly 
a thousand specimens, including a large 
number of Crania of existing tribes of In- 
dians, a series of Skulls from Tumuli, and 
many rare specimens of artificial deforma- 
tion of the Cranium, making it the most 
complete cabinet of the kind in this country. 


The Syrgeon General earnestly recom- 
mends that means be provided to publish a 
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catalogue and description of this portion of 
the collection. A 

Since the scope and character of this 
Library have become known, much interest 
has been expressed in its “progress by Phy- 
sicians throughout the country, and many 
valuable contributions of old and rare books 
have been received. It now contains about 
nineteen thousand volumes, and seven thou- 
sand pamphlets, conveniently arranged in 
the fire-proof building of the Army Medi- 
cal Museum, and open to the public under 
regulations essentially the same as those of 
the Congressional Library. y 

The first part of the Medical and Surgical 
History of the War was in a state of suffi- 
cient forwardness to lay before Congress 
near the close of the last session. By the 
wording of the act making appropriation 
for the continuation and completion of this 
work, its distribution is still to be ordered 
by Congress. ; 

The Surgeon General ends his Report 
with the following earnest remonstrance at 
the short-sighted folly shown in providing 
for the medical staff. 


‘* My previous reports have called your at- 
tention to the large number of vacancies 
existing in the Medical Corps, and the inju- 
ry toitand the service resulting from the 
prohibition of appointments and promo- 
tions. It would require many years to fill 
the vacancies now existing, as the number 
of successful candidates rarely exceeds eight 
or ten in any one year. This is not the 
greatest evil, for many of the best of our 
medical officers, having the advantage of 
the large experience of the late war, dis- 
heartened by the faint prospect of advance- 
ment, are resigning, and numbers of most 
desirable candidates, after waiting years for 
examination, have established themselves 
in civil practice. With the Army at its 
present standard, distributed as it now is, 
there is a constant and absolute necessity 
for a Medical Corps of the full number es- 
tablished by the Act of Congress approved 
July 28, 1866. 

How true it is that the Medical Corps is 
by no means so popular with aspiring stu- 


dents, we, who live near the great schools, 
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well know. Indeed, as now constituted, it 


holds out such a meagre recompense, no one 
can be surprised at it. 
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Treatment of Jaundice. 

Dr. GERHARDT, of Jena, says Zhe Doctor, 
states that many remedies which he uses in 
jaundice have as an aim the increase of 
pressure in the gall-bladder, in order to 
press out the mucus which stops up the 
common bile-duct into the duodenum. 
Emetics have been used for this end. The 
contraction of the diaphragm, which is of 
great import in making the gall flow out in 
ordinary circumstances, here causes, by 
compression of the liver, increased pressure 
in the gall ducts. Many see in this, also, 
an especial advantage in the simultaneous 
effect on catarrh of the stomach; but this 
effect is only useful when there is accumu- 
lation of mucus in the stomach. Besides, 
emetics rather tend to cause catarrh of the 
stomach than to cure it. If there is any 
talk of an ulcer of the stomach, there can 
be no idea of an emetic. Chlorine water 
and nitric acid are of use in some cases of 
jaundice. When the gall bladder in cases 
of simple jaundice perceptibly swells out the 
abdomen, and can clearly be felt, the idea is 
easily thought of to compress it between 
the fingers, and compressing against the 
spinal colunmin, to empty it. In such cases 
the gall bladder is at once emptied, and for 
the most part in about two days after the 
feces have their ordinary color, and the ap- 
petite returns. This often effects a cure, if 
the duodenal catarrh does not stop up the 
canal again. In other cases the poles of an 
electric battery may be placed, one on the 
gall bladder and the other on the spine, to 
make contraction supervene. 


Training School for Nurses. 

The importance of trained nurses is well 
set forth in an article in the Churchman, by 
the Rev. Dr. Henry C. Porter, of New 
York. He closes thus:—Not only New 
York, but the whole country requires intel- 
ligent and trained nurses, as it requires in- 
telligent and trained physicians; the duties 
are distinct, ‘they neither run into- nor 
overlap the other,’’ but the former are an 
indispensable supplement to the latter. We 
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must, therefore, have the school for nurses 
as we have the school for physicians, and 
we trust that the medical men themselves 
will initiate the movement, and co-operate 
with the public in establishing such a school 
without delay. The nurses once trained, 
the churches should then assume the charge 
of the district nursing among the poor ; the 
organization that each church already has 
for its mission work can include the nur- 
sing, and we may naturally hope to obtain 
results as successful as at present enjoyed in 
England. 


Analysis of Typhus Milk. 

In the Comptes Rendus, M. Husson gives 
an analysis of cow’s milk tainted with con- 
tagious typhus. The author’s conclusions 
are :—. 

1. As soon as typhus appears in a stable, 
all the animals are submitted to its influ- 
ence, but in different degrees. In the case 
given, the whole herd died, with the excep- 
tion of four. 

2. The milk, any more than the meat, 
eannot transmit the typhus to man, or to 
other animals not belonging to the family of 
ruminants. 

3. However, even in the first stage of the 
disease, the yield then being normal, the 
milk should not be used as food for young 
children, in consequence of the modification 
in its constitution which it has undergone. 

4, At the outset of the disease the carbon- 
aceous constituents of the milk mostly dis- 
appear; the nitrogenous, however, increase 
and become mixed with sanguinolent mat- 
ters, in which are to be seen, under the mi- 
eroseope, agglutinated globules, mucous or 
purulent. 

5. The appearance upon the udder of pus- 
tules, or of an abscess internal or external, 
has determined a cure, in many cases. 
Happy results in some cases have been ob- 
served when similar eruptions have ap- 
peared on other parts of the body. 


Headache in Children. 

At arecent meeting of the Harveian So- 
ciety, of London, Dr. W. H. Day read a 
paper on Headache in Children. After re- 
marking on the symptomatic value of head- 
ache, as a term, the author reviewed the 
commonest varieties of headache in child- 
ren, and then dwelt especially on a peculiar 
functional form, of which he had met with 
several examples. These were associated, 
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he believed, with some intricate, though 
undemonstrable, change, physical, structu- 
ral, dr chemical, going on within the crani- 
um, giving rise to some confusion or abnor- 
mal sensation in the head, or to actual 
headache. This peculiar cerebral change is 
accompanied occasionally, but not of neces- 
sity, with enlargement of the head, wasting 
of the extremities, flabbiness of the muscles, 
and looseness of the joints; there are also 
pallor and debility, restlessness by night, 
irritability by day, a slow and sometimes 
irregular pulse, with dull and persistent 
headache; the temperature is normal. Dr. 
Day treated the early stage of the disease 
with bromide and iodide of potassium ; and 
advocated later on the use of iron, bark, 
and cod-oil. Tonics did harm in the early 
treatment. Dr. FARQUHARSON gave some 
interesting experience in relation to head- 
ache in children, based upon cases treated 
by him at Rugby. He referred to the im- 
portance of not overlooking headache as a 
symptom of slight sunstroke, and in con- 
nection with over-work ; in the latter cases, 
the urine contained alkaline ‘phosphates. 
Dr. BROADBENT regarded persistent head- 
ache in a child as a suspicious symptom. 
Dr. Day’s cases he considered examples of 
the headache of rickets or hydrocephalus. 
He advocated the use of small doses of mer- 
cury continued for a long time. 


Experiments on Inflammation of the Lung, 

After making the discovery that the in- 
jection of ordinary commercial ammonia 
into the parenchyma of the lung produces 
acute croupous pneumonia, Dr. POPoFF re- 
cords in Stricker’s Archiv a series of experi- 
mental researches. -The results are not very 
important. The fact of greatest conse- 
quence is the effect of morphia on the tem- 
perature of the animal during the develop- 
ment of the inflammation of the lung. It 
has been already proved that narcosis by 
means of morphia lowers the temperature of 
the body, and prevents the rise of tempera- 
ture which, under other conditions, results 
from the artificial production of fever. The 
author found that thougb, while an animal 
was under the influence of morphia, a vio- 
lent croupous pneumonia was produced by 
injection of ammonia into the pleural cavity, 
the lung being found in a state of hepatiza- 
tion, yet the temperature remained consider- 
ably beneath the point at which it stood 
before the administration of the morphia. 
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Notes on Mortality. 

According to the quarterly returns of the 
Registrar General, in eighteen of the largest 
English towns the death-rate for last quarter 
averaged 24.2 per 1000; in Birmingham, how- 
ever, it was 24.7. The death-rate in the 
borough in the third quarter of the three years 
1869, 1870, and 1871, was 23.0, 23.9, and 24 6 
respectively. The Registrar General observes 
that ‘‘ these figures show a slow but steady in- 
crease.” Seven hundred and seventy-eight 
deaths resulted from the principal diseases of 
the zymotic (preventable) class, against 712 in 
the corresponding three months last year. The 
Report says: ‘‘ Wholesale infant mortality, 
from diarrhoea and other causes (scarlatina, 
small-pox, fever, etc.), is going on in Birming- 
ham, which, from the culpable negligence by 
which it is produced, might almost be called 
infanticide.”” He adds, “‘ It is upon this large 
proportion of more or less preventable deaths 
that we must hope for the inflaence of more 
effective sanitary organization.” 

An exchange states that during the last few 
years deaths by consumption were in France 
10 per cent., in Paris, 13.4 per cent.; in Rome, 
6 per cent., in Naples, 8 per cent., in Venice, 
8 percent, in Turin, 9 per cent. In England 
it has reduced from 17 per cent., to 11 per 
cent. Luxemburg shows 17 per cent., Belgium, 
16 per cent. Berlin gave a mortality from 
1839-1849 of 17.5 per cent., Vienna of 20 per 
cent., the province of Limburg, 21 per cent., 
Hamburg, 24 per cent. Iceland, it appears, 
unquestionably has phthisis, in spite of denials. 


Fluid Adhesive Plaster. 


The following formula for emplastrum adhe- 
sivum fluidum, given by Mr. Enz, of Sembach, 
offers some interesting features:—Take of dam- 
mar resin, finely powdered, 560 parts; oil of 
almonds, 142 parts; castor oil, 70 parts; best 
glycerine, 10 parts; melt till the mass flows 
smoothly, and when half cold, add, by degrees, 
225 to 240 parts of spirit ether, in which aniline, 
free from arsenic, or any other coloring matter, 
has been dissolved. The plaster thus obtained 
is of the consistence of a balsam. The dam- 
mar resin is easily soluble in fat oils; by the 
addition of spirit of ether, it is partly pre- 
cipitated, but in a very finely divided, doughy 
state. Dammaryl and hydrate of dammaryl 
are not soluble in alcohol, and impart to the 
mixture an extraordinary sticking power. This 
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plaster can be directly applied to wounds, and 
then dressed with cotton or linen, or spread 
thereon by means of a brush. What renders 
this plaster especially useful is, its easy misci- 
bility with other ingredients; for example, acid 
carbolicum purum, hydrarg. chlorat. corrosiv., 
morphium and its salts, iodide of potash, which 
are all soluble in alcohol; further, with pow- 
dered cantharides, belladonna, hemlock, etc. 


Myrrh in Dyspepsia. 

Dr. Detioux pe Savienac (Bull.de Thérap., 
Dec. 15, 1871), writing on the therapeutic prop- 
erties of myrrh, observes: “ The stomach is the 
portion of the digestive apparatus which has 
appeared to me to be most happily influenced 
by myrrh. My experience fully confirms the 
reality of the stomachic properties which have 
been attributed to it by the older writers. I 
have seen painfal forms of dyspepsia rapidly 
relieved, and even cured, by the use of this 
gum-resin; sometimes [I have given it in con- 
junction with other remedies, such as bismuth, 
magnesia, bicarbonate of soda, etc., drugs 
which had hitherto proved ineffectual, and 
sometimes I have employed it alone, so as to 
leave no doubt as to the efficacy of its action.”’ 


Dr. Mac Cormac’s Theory of Phthisis. 

In a little pamphlet, referred to previously, 
Dr. Mac Cormac puts his theory in a nutshell 
thus:— 

The effete carbon and other effete matters 
poured out by the lungs consist of certain ele- 
ments, which elements again are the exact 
counterparts of those of tubercle. The un- 
oxidized, and because unoxidized, retained pul- 
monary excreta and tubercle, therefore, are 
not two things, but things one and the same. 

The living frame is made up of certain ingre- 
dients, carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, lime, phos- 
phorus, azote, and others, in ceaseless process 
of integration, disintegration, and expulsion. 
In effect, eight ounces of retrograde or effete 
carbon are, under normal circumstances, dis- 
charged from the lungs daily. An ample 
amount of inhaled oxygen is needful to drive 
carbonic acid from the blood, hematic acid, as 
Thudicum in his recent treatise puts it, dis- 
placing and liberating the carbonic acid of the 
sodic carbonate so soon as the oxidized cor- 
puscles of the venous blood arrive ia the lungs. 
The smallest diminution of oxygen in the air 
breathed, especially if its room be usurped by 





| 
| 
' 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


. and in asystole. Finally, there is ground for 
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carbonic acid and other resultants of prior 
respiration,’ is in truth hurtful to animal life. 
The excreta remain pro rata unoxidized in the 
blood, each day’s abnormal increment being 
added to that of the days which preceded it. 
What, then, I would ask, becomes of the un- 
excreted waste ? For my own part, and without 
an instant’s hesitation, I reply that this waste 
becomes tubercle, and nothing but tubercle. 





Veratria in Heart Disease. 

Dr. Brrot, of Paris, lately read a paper on 
the employment of veratrine in cardio-vascular 
affections not yet arrived at the period of 
cachexia. . In consequence of experiments in 
the laboratory, and clinical observations, M. 
Bitot has been able to determine what is the 
mode of action of veratrine ; and, comparing 
these results with similar ones obtained with 
digitalis, he has deduced the following conclu- 
sions :—Veratrine is a precious agent for vas- 
cular troubles, more particularly for those 
troubles which accompany functional hyper- 
trophy of the heart. Contrary to digitalis, in 
physiological doses it is, with regard to the 
heart, atonic and hyposthenic. In physiologi- 
cal doses, it is not spoliative as digitalis. Con- 
tinuing its use has not, then, the same dangers. 
Its use seems to be as an indirect compensator. 
In superexciting the sensibility and contractili- 
ty of animal life, it causes morbid activity of 
the nervous system and the contractile fibres 
of vegetative life. Its action is very distinct 
from that of digitalis. When the latter is in- 
effectual, the former may be appealed to as 
well as digitalis. Veratrine is contraindicated 
in the last period of cardio-vascular affections 


trying it in all the diseases which affect the | 
nervous system and vegetative life. 





Education and Health. 

Study does not injure but benefits the health. 
M. Du Mesniz has recently investigated the sub- 
ject, and has given the results of his observa- 
tions in the Annales d’ Hygiene Publique. From, 
@ comparison of the reports on recruiting for 
the army with those on the progress of educa- 
tion, he has found that those departments in 
which the proportion of illiterate persons is 
greatest, present also the lowest duration of 
life, and the smallest average stature; while, in 
those where primary instruction is most com- 
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pletely carried out, the people live longer and 
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are of larger build. He finds also that the 
numbers of recruits rejected as unfit for mili- 
tary service is greatest in those departments 
where education is most neglected. M. Da 
Mesnil also gives some statistics of the pro- 
gress of the population in France. In the years 
1840 to 1845, the population increased at the 


rate of 1 in 180; in 1846-1859, the rate ofin- . 


crease was only 1 in 350; and in 1854 the num- 
ber of deaths was greater than that of births, 
During the thirty years commencing in 1836, 
the average yearly increase of population in 
France was only 0.44 per cent., while in Prus- 
sia it was 1.62 per cent. To the objection that 
it is unreasonable to ascribe diminution of mor- 
tality, increased duration of life, and increase 
of the population to a better development of 
instruction, as many other factors have to be 
taken into account, he answers that a large pro- 
portion of the latter have a close connection 
with education, and that ignorance, misery, and 
mortality are inseparable. 





On Aortic Aneurism. 

Not long since, at the Medical Society of Lon- 
don, Dr. Cockle said that the mere pathology 
of aortic aneurism was, as it were, exhausted, 
and that the chief interest would henceforth 
centre in the treatment of the disease. Of late 
a marked impulse had been given in such direc- 
tion in Italy, Russia, and this country. Ino 
Italy, Ciuiselle had achieved satisfactory results 
from the employment of galvano-puncture, but 
still, as it seemed to the author, there were cer- 
tain drawbacks in the employment of this agent. 
He had ventured to bring forward a series of 
cases to show that there existed a connection 
between occlusion of the carotid artery and the 
formation of clot in the aortic sac. In the first 
category were cases in which nature had thus 
filled the aneurism, and in a second category 
were cases in which the result had been arti- 
ficially induced either with indirect or direct 
intent. 





‘African Consumption.” 
Dr. Battey, of Knoxville, Tenn., says of this 
disease, in the Chicago Medical Examiner:— 
The rapid disintegration of the lungs in 
colored girls at puberty, to which I have at for- 
mer times alluded, still continues common. In 
looking over the medical literature of the 
Southern States, I find frequent allusions to this 
affection, which is known as ‘African con- 
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sumption.’ It is generally accompanied with 
more or less mesenteric disease, in the form of 
enlargement of the glands. The mesenteric 
complication is very common in cases of bron- 
cho-pneumonia of young children among the 
blacks. The mortality among the colored popu- 
lation is fearful; and I am inclined to think 
that at least one-half the children die before 
they are two years old. Those having a mix- 
ture of Anglo-Saxon blood are universally less 
enduring, and the bleaching process appears 
destructive to the race. 





Superfetation a Myth. 

The possibility of “ superfetation”’ has been 
questioned by modern physiologists, and the 
stories of such occurrences explained on other 
grounds. 

Professor B. E. Schultze, of Jena, a promi- 
nent gynecologist of Germany, in a lecture on 
twin gestation, remarks:— 

“The most weighty physiological objection 
to superfetation consists in the fact that dur- 
ing the existence of pregnancy the development 
of new ovuli in the ovaries ceases entirely. Not 
a single exception to this rule has ever been 
established by observation. The ovaries of fe- 
males deceased during pregnancy, or after de- 
livery, have been submitted to carefal observa- 
tion; but all pathological anatomists agree that 
in all such cases the corpus luteum of the last 
pregnancy can easily be discovered, but no fol- 
licles which have ruptured at a later period.” 





Diagnosis under Difficulties. 

The idolators of beauty, the Chinese, are 
forever at the feet of beings whom they adore. 
When any of their wives are indisposed, they 
fasten a silken thread around her wrist, one 
end of which is given to a physician, and it is 
only by the motion which the pulsation com- 
municates to it that he is allowed to judge of 
the state of his patient. This precaution of 
jealousy is almost unique in its kind. 





‘ Pharmaceutical Notes. 

The last German “ Pharmacopeia” published 
this year has some useful new preparations. 
The following are worth importing:— 

Fel Tauri depuratum siccum.—Equal parts 
of fresh ox bile and rectified spirit are mixed, 
allowed to settle, filtered, and the alcohol dis- 
tilled off. To the remainder are added in small 
quantities moist animal charcoal, previously 
purified by hydrochloric acid, till a filtered por- 
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tion of the liquor shows a yellowish color, then 
filter the whole, and reduce to a dry extract. 
100 parts of fresh ox bile yield 7 parts of dry 
fel tauri. 

Ferrum oxidatum saccharatum solubile.— 
To a mixture of equal quantities (by weight) of 
solution of perchloride of iron and simple syrup, 
add in small portions,and continuously stirring, 
40 parts of solution of soda; put aside for 
twenty-four hours, then pour the clear liquid in 
300 parts of warm distilled water, stir up and 
allow to settle, wash the precipitate with dis- 
tilled water as long as the water passes through 
the filter colorless and shows a strong alkaline 
reaction. After having freed the precipitate 
from the superfluous water, mix with 90 parts 
of sugar, evaporate, stirring continuously to 
dryness, and add sufficient sugar to make 100 
parts. A brown powder of sweet, mild, ferru- 
ginous taste, entirely soluble in 5 parts of water. 
100 parts contain 3 parts of metalliciron. This 
preparation represents the Ferram solubile 
Sierberti. 

Ferrum citricum oxidatum.—Dissolve one 
part of citric acid in four parts of water, and 
add by degrees a sufficient quantity of freshly 
precipitated and still moist hydrated peroxide 
of iron, so that after a longer digestion at a 
gentle heat, and frequently repeated shaking, 
a small quantity only remains undissolved. The 
filtered liquor is evaporated at a moderate heat 
to a thick syrup, spread on porcelain or glass 
plates and dried. Itis easily and entirely solu- 
ble in water. The solution mixed with liquid 
ammonia yields no precipitate. 





The Third Dentition. 

An instance of this rare occurrence is given 
by Mr. Bernarp Hass, in the Dental Cosmos. 
His words are :-— 

Rev. Dr. S., aged sixty, several years ago 
had all his upper teeth extracted, and an upper 
denture inserted. After wearing the artificial 
teeth about a year, the gums on the left side 
began to get inflamed and swollen. Having 
consulted several physicians and deutists with- 
out benefit, he called on me. No> fistulous 
opening being present, I made an artificial one 
with a sharp excavator, and to my surprise, 
felt the outlines of a tooth. I dissected the 
gum sufficiently to apply the forceps, and ex- 
tracted a sound, well-shaped eye tooth. 

I considered this, then, to be a clear, authen- 
tic case of ‘‘ third dentition.” 
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A Compact Uterine Examining Case: 

One of the most convenient, complete, and 
satisfactory examining cases for uterine com- 
plaints is that manufactured by Mr.S.S. Staufer, 
of this city. The entire weight is under five 
ounces, and the whole can be as readily carried 
in the pocket as a single speculum. 


Sam Ee 


“4 and B are opening and dilating womb 
sounds, o a probe or internal retroversion cor- 
rector; this with c, an external or cul-de-sac lever, 
gives a double chance to correct the organ. F 
is an anteversion elevator. Both the latter, Fr 
and G, are intended to explore without the specu- 
lum. The Spring and Stem pessaries c and & 
will hold either, when the womb is thus dis- 
placed. pisamover or shifter of the cervix 
and os within the speculum. This overcomes 
a great difficulty in examination. It suffices 
also to lift the fundus and draw the os within 
the concave side of the mouth of the speculum, 
when it is so much depressed in the hollow of 
the sacrum that it cannot otherwise be reached, 
which is frequently the case. ris a sponge for- 
ceps. When the ring is slid down, a small 
piece of sponge is held so firmly that even the 
ropy and tenacious leucorrheal mucus can be 
wiped away. These all screw on the centre 
piece kK, as required to be used. The screws 
are brass and the joints nickel plated capped. 
H is a quill, caustic holder and case. 1 acamel- 
hair brush holder and case, to apply and pencil 
within the os with iodine, carbolic acid, their 
compounds, &c. The whole is encased ina Hard 
Rubber Screw-Top Ventilating Case (u.) Air 
passes eveu within the caustic cases, and soon 
absorbs any dampness that may remain when 
packed. The length of the case is 5} inches 
and diameter 14 inches.” 


Physicians, especially those who live in the 
country and have little space to spare for mul- 
titudinous instruments, will find this case an 
admirable invention. It can be supplied through 
our office. Price, $8.00. 

New Method of Preserving Dead Bodies. 

Mr. Peter Cratc, a San Francisco under- 
taker, believing that oxygen is the destroying 
element that causes the decomposition of dead 
bodies, proposes the following plan for its re- 
moval, and the preservation of the bodies: — 

He had an air-tight casket made, and placed 
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a burning candle therein; he screwed down the 
lid perfectly air-tight. The candle continued 
to burn for eight hours; it then having con- 
sumed all the oxygen in the interior was ex- 
tinguished. This proved the theory, and 
satisfied him that he had made an excellent 
discovery; but to carry his ideas out effectively, 
he obtained the body of a dead man from the 
Coroner, and placed it in the coffin with the 
lighted candle, as before, screwing down the 
lid, etc. In this case the candle burned for 
five hours and a half, and then became extin- 
guished, as before. To test the case Mr. Craig 
had the body removed to a back room, where 
it remained for three weeks in a perfect state 
of preservation. This satisfied him, beyond a 
doubt, that he had succeeded in discovering a 
new art, whereby bodies could be embalmed 
without the aid of chemicals. After having 
succeeded so well with his invention, he drew 
the attention of Dr. Edward Bently to the pro- 
cess, and that gentleman expressed his firm 
belief in its success. The new process is being 
further tested. 


Bleached Tincture of Iodine. 

The Pharmacist and Chemical Record 
(July, 1872) gives the following formula for 
the above preparation: 

kK. Tincture of iodine, 


Pure glycerine, 
Sulphite of soda, 


3)+ 

Rub the salt to a powder in a small mortar,’ 
and add the glycerine gradually; then pour in 
the tincture of iodine, and triturate gently until 
a solution is effected, and the mixture assumes 
anamber color. It is asserted that the proper- 
ties of iodine are increased by the addition of 
the sulphite of soda, and that the glycerine 
enhances the value and convenience of the 
preparation for local application. 


The Half-Yearly Compendium. 


In response to inquiries in regard to the 
paging of the Hatr-Yearty Compenpium, we 
desire to state that our plan contemplates at 
the end of seven to ten years from the com- 
mencement of publication issuing a title page 
and index for each department of the work, so 
that each can be bound separately, and refer- 
ence to any subject treated of during that time 
will be easy, being in a single volume instead 
of several. 





Jan. 1 1, 1873. 


Aconite Root. 

At the last meeting of the American Phar- 
maceutic Society, Dr. E. R. Squiss read a 
volunteer paper on aconite root. In alluding 
to the fact that much of the aconite root is 
destitute of the activity of the drug, he states 
that he relies mainly on taste as a means of de- 
termining quality. In taking a small handful 
of roots from a bale as a sample, at least eight 
of ten should give the peculiar feeling of numb- 
ness to the tip of the tongue and lips which is 
characteristic of this drug. In testing this 
root, but a very small fragment should be 
tasted, and immediately spit out ; if no numb- 
ness is experienced within five minutes, another 
piece of the sample may be tasted ; but when- 
ever numbness is produced, no other piece 
should be tried until the sensation disappears. 
If this method is adopted he thinks no one 
need be troubled with an unsatisfactory lot of 
aconite root. 


The Use of Oxygen. 

The oxygen in a room can be doubled by the 
simple process of Dz Moray. This consists in 
heating manganate of soda in steam, whereby 
oxygen is discharged and water taken up, yield- 
ing a mixture of caustic soda and oxide of 
manganese, which, on being heated in a current 
of air, takes up oxygen and gives out water, 
and is reconverted into manganate of soda, 
which admits. repetition of the process. In 
this manner, as will be understood, oxygen is 
extracted from the atmosphere, and obtained 
in a state of tolerable purity. The manufacture 
of oxygen by Tessié de Motay’s process com- 
menced in the year 1867, at Pantin, near Paris, 
and, despite of the difficulties which beset it, is 
gradually becoming a success. In Brussels a 
factory for the production of the gas for use in 
the illumination of the town commenced opera- 
tions in May, this year, and is now furnishing a 
daily supply of oxygen for the illumination’ of 
the arcade (Galerie St. Hubert) and a number 
of shops. 

The gas is compressed into iron cylinders, 
made of boiler-plate, each one holding a quan- 
tity of gas equal to seven cubic metres at ordi- 
nary atmospheric pressure. The portability of 
the gas may be judged of by the circumstance 
that nine such cylinders (holding 63 cubic 
metres, or about 2000 cubic feet) form an ordi- 
nary cart-load, such as is sent from the factory 
to the arcade in Brussels. The reason for the 
adoption of this plan of transport is to avoid 
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having to lay a set of mains for the conveyance 
of the oxygen. As will be readily appreciated, 
this arrangement offers peculiar facilities for 
the obtaining of the gas for experimental pur- 
poses. With regard to the cost of the gas, the 
remark may be made that, just at present, cer- 
tain accidental circumstances tend to keep up 
the price, and 1000 cubic feet may possibly 
cost six or seven dollars; but, within the 
course of a year, there is every probability of 
the gas being procurable for a quarter of the 
money. Even at that price per 1000 cubic 
feet, the gas is by no means out of reach in 
certain cases. For this sum (and the cost of 
carriage), the atmosphere of a good-siz2d bed- 
room may be made to contain double the nor- 
mal proportion of oxygen. 


Test Paper for Moisture. 
According to G. Samira, a simple hygrometer 
is used in Paris, which any one can prepare for 
himself. Strips of paper are immersed in a 
concentrated solution of a salt of cobalt, to 
which a little chloride of sodium and gum 
arabic has been added, and: carefully dried. 
This paper is blue in a perfectly dry atmos- 
phere, but passes through various shades, from 
blue to rose red, in @ more or less moist air. 
On avery damp day the paper becomes quite 
red. It is a practical application of sympa- 
thetic ink to the measurement of moisture, and 

is founded upon the same principle. 


Carbolic Acid as a Disinfectant. 

C. Homsvres, of Berlin, proposes to use 
carbolic acid as a disinfectant, by saturating 
sheets of Bristol board, on any thick spongy 
paper, with a solution of carbolic acid in water. 
The paper, in pieces of any convenient size, 
may be hung up in the room to be disinfected, 
or may be placed in drawers or wardrobes, 
where it is desired to protect clothing from 
moths or other insects. This suggests a con- 
venient method of using this excellent disin- 
fectant and insect destroyer. 


Temperature in Disease. 

Dr. Alvarenga, of Lisbon (La France Méd., 
Aug. 10), mentions that the maximum tempera- 
ture noticed in man has been 44°-75° C., in a 
case of tetanus; the minimum was observed by 
Hardy, 22° U, in a case of sclerema; but it is 
rare to see the thermometer higher than 42°C., 
or lower than 32° C. 





48 


On Giving Alcohol with Nourishment. 

Dr. E. Monrcomery, of St. Louis, calls at- 
tention, in the St. Louis Medical Archives, to 
what he considers a frequent mistake. He 
thinks it certainly not good practice or in ac- 
cordance with sound physiological principles to 
give stimulants at the same time as nutrients, 
for it has been abundantly proved’ that alcohol 
does not aid digestion. It, on the contrary, 
very materially retards and interferes with it; 
instead of dissolving the food it hardens and 
coagulates the protein compounds in the sto- 
mach; precipitates the pepsin so as to render 
digestion exceedingly difficult. Every physi- 
cian of large experience, especially in city 
practice, will often meet with patients who wish 
for advice for what they term dyspepsia, or 
perhaps biliousness, or liver complaint; they 
will tell you they have not the least appetite 
for breakfast, very little for dinner, but can 
manage to eat a little supper, but even that lies 
heavy on their stomach and does not seem to 
nourish them; they will also tell you that if they 
force down a little breakfast they almost inva- 
riably vomit it up again. When such patients 
as these consult him, his first question to them 
is: Are you in the habit of taking stimulants 
before your meals? The invariable answer is: 
, ‘‘Oh, yes; if I did not take a little whisky or 
brandy to stimulate my appetite I would be un- 
able to eat a morsel.” His advice to them, 
then is, that if they will certainly abandon the 
use of all stimulants he will try and relieve 
them; but if they persist in their use he can 
promise them no permanent benefit. 


Tumor of the Vagina. 

Mrs. Dr. W. Kashewarowa-Rudnewa, of St. 
Petersburg, relates, in a late number of Vir- 
chow’s Archiv, the case of a very rare form of 
tumor, which was present in-the vagina “of a 
girl of 15 years of age. The tumor was re- 
moved, but returned again in about six weeks, 
.and it was only at this time that the case came 
under the observation of the present authoress. 
The tumor was again excised, but pelvi-perito- 
.nitis ensued, of which the patient died, the 
tumor having a second time recurred, and at- 
tsined a considerable size before death. The 
tumor presented a somewhat complicated 
structure, in some parts embryonal mucous 
tissue, in others, cells which presented various 
stages fof development into striated muscular 
fibre, in others, even fully developed striated 
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muscle existed. The tumor is therefore essen- 
tially a muscular one, or a myoma, presenting 
the very rare phenomenon of the occurrence of 
striated muscle in such a growth. 


Fancy Pharmaceuticals. 

A paper was read at the meeting of the 
American Pharmaceutical Society by H. J. 
Menninger, severely criticising the many fancy 
nostrums styled ‘‘ Elegant Pharmaceuticals,” 
consisting of elixirs, sugar-coated pills, etc., 
which are annually exhibited at the meetings 
of this Association. This we fully endorse, as 
they are of no interest or value to the conscien- 
tious pharmaceutist or physician, who look 
upon them as a species of imposition upon the 
profession, and it is not a pleasant feature that 
the Association is compelled, through this ex- 


‘hibition, to give these nostrums an annual notice. 


A few more such critical reports would no 
doubt rid the exhibition of this improper pro- 
prietary display, which is antagonistic to the 
spirit of the ethics of the Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation. 


Unilateral Ephidrosis. 

At the French Association for the advance- 
ment of Science, Dr. Leudel (Rouen), spoke of 
the case of unilateral ephidrosis on the face of 
a woman of neuropathic disposition; the sweat 
spreading over the entire regions innervated 
by the two branches of the trigeminal, and co- 
inciding with an amblyopia. This ephidrosis 
showed itself suddenly, without either heat or 
redness of the parts affected, and without the 
patient moving. Limited sweats were observed 
as often a consequence of contusion of the 
nerves or of neuralgia. Dr. Leudel has been 
able to find only three cases resembling this one, 
in which this abnormal secretion was not ac- 
companied with any other phenomenon. The 
ephidrosis observed by Dr. Leudel was modified 
and considerably diminished by the use of sea- 
baths. 

Dr. Laborde related a similar case, recently 
reported to the Biological Society by M. Bar- 
retti. 


Post-mortem Parturition, 

Several cases of the kind having been re- 
ported, the explanation is now given or at- 
tempted that they resulted from the pressure of 
gases developed in the intestines. The phe- 
nomenon is said to be common in India. 





Jan. 11, 1873.] 


Important Discovery in Acoustics. 

Professor Alfred M. Mayer, of the Stevens 
Institute of Technology, one of the most in- 
genious and 8 ccessful investigators in physics, 
has devised a method of detecting the phases 
of vibration in the air surrounding a sounding 
body, and thereby measuring directly in the vi- 
brating air the length of its waves and explor- 
ing the form of its wave-surface. This method, 
which is fully described in Silliman’s for No- 
vember, consists, in general terms, in moving 
one sounding body around another, the two 
being in unison, the latter fixed in position, and 
the distance between them maintained at a cer- 
tain multiple of the whole or half wave-length. 
The wave-surface is thus actually felt out in the 
air. j 

In the case of a sounding-pipe it was found 
approximately to be an ellipsoid with its foci 
at the top and bottom of the pipe. This direct 
measurement has, we believe, never been made 
before. The novelty of the means employed 
consists in the use of the mavometric flames of 
Konig to make the tone-vibrations visible, and 
the exact determination of wave interferences 
between the two sounding bodies by a mano- 
metric flame-micrometer, the invention of Pro- 
fessor Mayer. This renders it possible to 
maintain a uniform radius of motion measured 
in wave-length, or, in other words, to trace the 
wave-surface with precision. 

The importance of this experiment is very 
great. It will permit. the direct measurement 
of wave-lengths, and the determination of dif- 
ference in the velocity of sound, if such exist, 
corresponding to differences in intensity and 
frequency of vibration. It has hitherto been 
assumed that notes of various intensities and 
heights are propagated with the same velocity. 
It may even be possible by developing this 
method, as the inventor suggests, to track in 
the air the resultant wave-surface of combined 
notes, and thus to introduce into acoustics the 
mathematical accuracy which characterizes its 
sister science of optics. 


Diuresis and Diuretics. 


Dr. E. Verpun has published a treatise on 
this subject, in which he studies it from the 
anatomical and physiological point of view. He 
observes, with M. Gabler, that the rapidity of 
the circulating current needs to be augmented 
at the same time as the intravascular pressure, 
‘in order that the quantity of urine secreted may 
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be increased; in other words, there must be 
active vascular tension in the vessels of the 
kidney. Whenever augmentation of tension 
is accompanied by stasis of blood in the 
capillaries, as in inflammation, the arrest of 
urinary secretions is the consequence. He 
specially recommends a diuretic oxymel, com- 
posed as follows: Tincture of digitalis, 10 
grammes; watery extract of ergot, 10 grammes; 
bromide of- potassium, 30 grammes; laurel- 
water, 30 grammes; gallic acid, 5 grammes; 
oxymel of squill, 500 grammes; syrup, 4.15 
grammes, 


Detection of Iodine. 

M. Petiocio has made further experiments 
with the method which he proposed in 1870, 
and which consists in electrolyzing the liquid 
to be tested, previously acidulated with hydro- 
chloric acid. ‘The chlorine evolved sets free 
the iodine, the presence of which is made evi- 
dent by its action on starch. He finds it great- 
ly superior in delicacy to the method by bro- 
mine-water and starch ; and this again, more 
sensitive than bromine-water and carbon bisul- 
phide. 


Occupation in the Causation of Skin Disease. 

Mr. Balmanno Squire, of London, an acknow- 
ledged authority on skin disease, affirms that 
the majority of the cases are found among book- 
binders, dyers, tanners, hatters, weavers, 
leather-cutters, fur-workers, all of whom have 
much to do with animal products. 


Puncture of Strangulated Hernia. 

Dr. Cuavveau adds to existing records (Jour- 
nal de Médecine et de Chirurgie Pratiques) 
two cases of strangulated hernia in which, by 
capillary puncture and aspiration of the gas 
and liquid contents of the bowel, strangulated 
herniz were rendered reducible. 


<ai> 
a: 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Notes of a Singular Case of Spotted Fever. 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

On the first day of April last I was called to 
the house of Tillman Jackson, Esq:, a resident’ 
of this place; found his daughter, aged thirteen 
years, suffering from what I diagnosed as cere- 
bro-spinal meningitis. The case presented the 
following symptoms : Tongue covered with 
thick white coating, frequent vomiting of a 
dark green substance, bowels constipated, cold 
extremities, pulse 40 per minute, tonic spasm of 
muscles of the neck drawing the head backward, 
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extreme tenderness along the spine, especially in 
cervical region, active delirium, and an erup- 
tion on the face, neck and arms of small 
elevated papula, dark in color, not unlike the 
eruption of meusles, save only there was no 
crescentic formation of the papules, the skin 
showed a mottled appearance over the entire 
body. I put the case upon the following treat- 
ment: Ol. ricini, 3ss, to be given at once ; 
quin. sulph., gr. ij, every three hours, in a table- 
spoonful of milk punch; also the essence of 
beef, a teaspoonful every hour; the local appli- 
cations were a bladder of pounded ice to the 
head and hot fomentations to the spine along 
its entire course. 

April 4,5.4.. Patient much worse; men- 
struated last night for first time; has this morn- 
ing low muttering delirium, subsultas tendinum, 
involuntary evacuations of the bowels and blad- 
der, sordes on lips and teeth, every symptom, 
in fact, seems pointing to inevitable and imme- 
diate dissolution. 

April 5,7 a.m. Judge of my surprise, this 
morning, on finding my patient without delirium, 
pulse 100 and more firm, less rigidity of the 
muscles of the neck, in fact, an improvement in 
every symptom; from this time there was gradual 
improvement until April 15th, when, after eat- 
ing some indigestible substance, there was 
aggravation of symptoms which indicated a re- 
lapse; it lasted, however, but a short time, and 
the patient was again slowly approaching con- 
valescence; we kept her on the tonic and stimu- 
lating plan of treatment, seeing the case every 
day or two. 

On the 3d or 4th of May she was taken with 
headache, which was quite severe. As this 
was ebout the second menstrual period we did 
not feel concerned, but as there was no men- 
strual flow, and the headache continued, we 
prescribed the elixir of bark, iron and strych- 
nia. After this the headache became less 
severe, and by the middle of June the patient 
had a good appetite, slept well at night, bowels 
in a normal condition, and was so well that we 
discharged the case. 

I only saw her occasionally from this time 
until the first of Jaly, when I was again called, 
on account of the pain in the head, which was 
at this time very severe, situated in the back 
portion of the head; we gave occasional doses 
of chloral hydrate, and still kept her on the 
elixir of bark; she passed this period, as the 
two previous, without menstrual flow. 

July 10. At this date my patient is again 
quite well; we consider her out of danger; she 
is taking moderate exercise in the open air, has 
not much trouble from headache. 

July 20. Was summoned to her in great 
haste, found her unconscious and apparently 
lifeless, pulse scarcely perceptible, face pale, 
and all the symptoms of syncope; my opinion 
was that she had fainted, as the result of over- 
exertion, and with the use of aqua ammonia 
and other stimulants there was reaction and 
she soon felt quite well. 

July 23. Was again called; found patient 
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screaming with pain situated at base of brain. 
I administered chloral hydrate, gr. x, which 
seemed to quiet her, but she did not sleep. I 
remained, and in half an hour repeated the 
chloral, soon after which she slept. Called at 
noon, and found her quite comfortable, had 
slept two hours during the forenoon. [ left, 
promising to return in the evening. I was in 
the country until about three o’clock, when 
returning to my patieot I found her dead. Her 
mother says she was taken with another faint- 
ing spell, and in fifteen minutes life ceased. 

I will make no comments on this most singu- 
lar case; will be glad if you will give roum in 
the Rerorter for this account of it. 

I wish to state further, that I had the care of 
twenty-one cases of this, so-called, spotted 
fever in this locality, of which this case and 
one other were the only deaths; this one died 
one hundred and fourteen days from the com- 
wencement of the attack, the other fifty-seven 
days. ‘They were all treated in the same man- 
ner. 

8. B. Dory. 


St. Petersburg, Clarion Co., Pa. 


Case of Early Conception after Delivery at 
Full Term. 


Eps. MED. AND SurRG. REPORTER :— 


The following case is without precedent, in 
my reading or observation, so far as I can now 
recollect. Mrs. B , aged 20 years, was de- 
livered at fall term, on February 20th, 1872, of 
a male child, which died iu 72 hours. On 20th 
December following, she was again delivered 
of a female child at full term, weighing 9 lbs., 
fully developed. She says there is no mistake 
as to time, having kept her own count, dating 
from quickening, which corresponds with de 
livery, ending the nine months. 

There is 304 days interim; allowing the 
period of gestation to be 273 to 280 days, then 
we may reasonably suppose conception to have 
taken place at the early date of 24 to 31 days 
after delivery. 

The retrograde metamorphosis by which the 
uterus enlarged from pregnancy returns to its 
original size, begins after the fourth day of de- 
livery, and is not completed until the end of 
the eighth week. In this case the process mast 
have been accomplished in half the time above 
stated, or arrested in its course, the uterus, in- 
stantly assuming its original function of con- 
ception. ! 

As an illustration in the human species of 
the reproductive organs adapting and taking 
up the generative function speedily, in, as we may 
say ,a state between the pathological and physi- 
ological conditions, (granting the phraseology) 
the above is a striking example, and makes the 
query, how soon after delivery will conception 


take place? 
T. M. Woonson, M. D. 
Gallatin, Tenn , December 26th, 1872. 
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News AND MISCELLANY. 


Vol. I of the Half-Yearly Compendium. 


The demand for the Compenpium has nigh 
exhausted our supply of its first volume. We 
therefore offer to exchange any other back 
= for this one until our wants are sup- 
plied. 


Remarkable Mortality on an Emigrant Ship. 


The Bremen bark Columbus arrived in New 
York Dec. 31st, seventy-four days from Bre- 
men, aud in a condition so filthy that the 
Quarantine officials refused to let her come to 
the city until she should have been thoroughly 
fumigated. 

Of the 367 passengers, a majority were 
women and children, and all of the poorer 
class. Shortly after leaving port the children 
became si:kly and soon died, one after an- 
other, fre. bronchitis and general debility, 
until twenty had perished. Among the adults 
there were only two fatal cases of sickness. 
The passengers were very much enfeebled when 
the bark reached Quarantine, though there 
were none then suffering from sickness. 

The officers of the bark attribute the general 
sickness of adults and the mortality among the 
children to their poverty, which caused them to 
be unprovided with a proper quality of their 
children’s food; to their habitual uncleanliness, 
which the officers say they did their best to 
counteract; to the roughness of the weather, 
which rendered the closing of the hatches a 
necessity, and to the great extension of the 
time of the voyage. It is claimed by the offi. 
cers that there was no taint of contagious dis- 
ease on board. The seamen on board declare 
the voyage, which was by the northeast pas- 
sage, to have been the roughest they ever 
experienced. She was west of the Banks dur- 
ing thirty days, and had her sails torn and car- 
ried away. 


Small-pox in New England.—Burning of a 
Small-pox Hospital in Boston. 


We notice an increase in reports of deaths 
from small-pox from a number of the New 
England States. The city of Boston has, at a 
very unfortunate time, met with a great loss in 
the destruction by an incendiary fire of its 
small-pox hospital, recently completed and fur- 
nished on Pine Island. It was just ready for 
occupation, and its loss at such a time is a great 
misfortune. The pecuniary loss is stated to 
be from $20,000 to $30,000, without insurance. 


Cultivation of the Poppy. 


The cultivation of the white Poppy for the 
production of opium is said to be meeting 
with marked success in Tennessee. The plants 
are larger and more vigorous, and the capsules 
from two to ten times as large as those from 
the imported seed. 
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Jews and Gentiles. 


From a recently published statement, it ap- 
pears that the average life of the Jew in Lon- 
don is forty-nine years, while of the Christian 
it is only thirty-seven years. Of a given num- 
ber of Christians, only one-quarter will, as @ 
general rule, live to be sixty years old, while 
among Jews one-quarter live to be at least 
seventy-one. Among children, fourteen per 
cent. of the Christian population die between 
one year and five years of age, while only ten 
per cent. of the Jewish children die so early. 
In Prussia it requires fifty-one years for the 
Christian population to double itself, and only 
forty-one years for the Jewish. : 


Small-Pox. 


Numerous cases are reported in Boston and 
in various rural districts. In Portugal it is 
epidemic in Lisbon. The Society of Medical 
Sciences in that city has appointed a committee 
to consider what mvans should be adopted to 
arrest the spread of the disease ; and specially, 
whether revaccination is expedient during its 
presence. ; 

We are much in need of vaccine virus for 
gratuitous distribution. Those who have re- 
ceived of us should supply us. 


Large Fees. 


—Dr. Pitha, of Vienna, it is stated, has just 
received a fee of 100,000 florins ($50,000), on the 
recovery of the young Baron Todesco, the only 
son of a millionaire. The case entailed an 
attendance of about two months, and the pa- 
tient remained entirely unconscious during 23 
days. Professor Pitha’s assistant also received 
a large sum of money. 


—Ir is said that Mr. Holloway, the patent pill 
potentate, is about to build in England, at 
cost of nearly £100,000 ($500,000), an insane 
asylum. 

Well, that won’t save him! He could not 
do better with his ill-gotten gains than build 
a hospital in which to repair the mischief done 
by his nostrums. 


—Dr. Wx. B. Nass, an eminent physician of 
Bridgeport, Conn., died in that city December 
9, aged 86 years. Dr. Nash was engaged in 
the active practice of his profession in Bridge- 
port and vicinity for sixty years, and had a 
reputation for skill and success second to none 
in his State. 


—A Cotorapo paper says: ‘‘ We hope our 
next Legislature will vote funds enough for the 
establishment of a hospital for the deluded in- 
dividuals who come to this State to die. This 
is too healthy a climate for such people.”’ 


—Dr. Cuares Aten has been elected to de- 
liver the alumni address at the annual com- 
mencement of the Georgetown, D. U., Medical 
College next spring. 





52 
A Bureau of Sanitary Science. 


A National Bureau of Sanitary Science is to 
be proposed to Congress. The bill provides 
for the appointment of a Commissioner and 
assistants versed in sanitary science, whose 
duty it shall be to acquire and diffuse among 
the people useful information relating to the 
preservation of the public health, ahd aid in 
the establishment of sanitary and quarantine 
rules throughout the United States. The 
House Committee on Education and Labor, it 
is thought, will report favorably on the bill, 
and it is not improbable that it will pass both 
houses during the present session. 


—Art Nashville, Tenn., a college of pharmacy 
has been organized, though it is not contem- 
plated to give any instruction for the present. 
Mr. B. Lillard has been appointed Professor of 
Materia Medica. No other appointments have 
been made, as far as we can learn. 


—Two of Brigham Young’s sons have com- 
menced the study of medicine in Salt Lake City, 
under Dr. G. B. Nichols, late of the Centre 
Street Hospital, in New York city, who has 
taken up his residence in Salt Lake City. 


—TueE death of Dr. Dungan, of Iberia, La., 
is reported. He died suddenly, of heart disease. 
He had practiced medicine in the locality of 
his residence for over thirty years, and was 
universally respected. 


—Mnrs. Temperance JEwetT, widow of the late 
Dr. Jeremiah Jewett, and sister of the mother of 
the late George Peabody, died at Barnstead, 
New Hampshire, recently, aged 100 years and 
seven months. \ 


A BEREAVED husband in Ohio has sued 
the Cleveland Woman’s Medical College for 
the value of his deceased wife, whom the lady 
students in that establishment dissected too 
small for decent interment. 


Tue great advantage of Minnesota as a resort 
for invalids is the equability of its climate, 
which, at last report, was maintaining a strik- 
ingly equable temperature of 22 degrees below 
zero. 


—Dr. Joun S. Lyncu, formerly of Alabama, 


has been elected Professor of Anatomy in the 
Baltimore College of Physicians and Surgeons. 


—Tue physicians of Burlington, Vermont, 
have organized a medical-surgical club. 


—Txe small-pox is increasing in Boston and 
the adjacent towns. 


MARRIAGES, 





CaRTER—CLARKE.—Dec, 23d, at the residence of 
the bride’s parents, by the Rev. Wm. Herbert Nor- 
ris, Mr. Joseph 8S. Carter, of San Francisco, and 
Miss Anna R. Clark, daughterof C. F. Clark, M. D., 
of Camden, N. J. 


Dopvez—Hanpy.—In Keene, N. Hampshire, Nov. 
28th, by Rev. T. L. Flood, Dr. Clarence L. Dodge 
and Emma M. Handy, both of Peterborough. 
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Downina—McDowELL.—In this city, on the 31st 
ult., by the Rev. H. E. Gilroy, Dr. Wm. D. Down. 
ing, of Waynesburg, Pa., and Miss Sallie J. Me- 
Dowell, of this city. 


Gooprines-ADRIANCE.-In New York, Dec, 28, 1872, 
by Rev. Thomas De Witt. D. D., at the residence of 
the bride’s mother, Dr. John C. Goodridge. Jr., of 
Clinton avenue, Brooklyn, and Miss M, Adriance, 
daughter of the late Isaac Adriance. 


Gorpon—Jounyston.—At Washington, N. J., on 
the 4th inst., by the Rev. A. M. Jelly, assisted by 
the Rev. J. B. Kugler, James Gordon, M. D., of 
nto oa N. Y., and Nettie W. Johnston, of Wash- 
ngton. 


GrReEeN—VANDIKE#.—In this city, Dec. 18th, at the 
residence of the bride’s brother, by the Rev. E, A. 
Hoffman, D. D., of St. Mark’s Church, Charles 8, 
Green, M. D., of Virginia, and Miss Lizzie Van- 
dike, of this city. 


GRIFFITH—HEYL.—In this city, Dec. 19th, at St. 
Matthew’s P. E.Church, by the Rev. J. B Falkner, 
William H. G. Griffith, M. D., and Cornelia V., 
daughter of the late Louis C. Heyl, of this city. 


LAWRENCE—LILIENTHAL.—At the Metropolitan 
hotel, Little Rock, Ark., Dec, 10th, 1872, by Rev. T. 
B. Lee, assistant rector of Christ Church, Dr. 
George W. Lawrence, of Hot Springs, and Miss 
Clara E, Lilienthal, of New Orleans, known to the 
literary world as “ Myrtle Vale.” 


MILLER—HaAmILTON.—By Rev. D. J. Irwin, Nov. 
26th, at the “ Indiana House,” Indiana, Pa., J. A, 
Miller, M. D., and Miss Laura Alic: Hamilton, 
both of Jefferson Co., Pa. 


PHaRes—BRAME.—At the residence of Dr. A. A, 
Carruth, Dec. 19th, by the Rev. S. A. Hayden, Dr. 
J.N. Phares and Miss Katie A. Brame, all of East 
Feliciana, La. 


SHOLL—GETTY.—Nov. 2Ist, at Martinsburg, Pa., 
by the Rev. Dr. William J. Gibson, F. R. Sholl, of 
Pierceton, Indiana, and Alice H., daughter of the 
late Dr. John Getty. 


StiLtes—Huston.—At Chestnut Hill, Dec. 25, 1872, 
by the Rev. I. D. King, George Stiles, M. D., of Con- 
shohocken, and Amanda uston, daughter of 
Alexander Huston. 


ViIncoENT—PARKER.—In New York, Dec. 10, 1872, 
at the residence of the bride’s parents, by the Rev. 
Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., Charles R. Vincent and 
Nine, daughter of Dr. Theodore Parker, all of 
that city. 


Wo.rz—BxHReEnNs.—Dec. Sth, at the residence of 
the bride’s parents, by the Rev. Dr. Hoffman, Dr. 
8. B. Wolfe and Miss Fannie Behrens, all of Balti- 
more. 


DEATHS. 


Buraiy.—On the 2d inst., at his residence, Chel- 
ten avenue, Germantown, George H. Burgin, M. D. 


Hoaptzy.—In this city, Dec. 28th, 1872, Dr. L. A. 
Hoadley, of paralysis, in the 49th year of his age. 


Horrer.—Dr. Abraham Hopper, a well known 
citizen and physician, of Hackensack. N. Jersey, 
died recently. 


LANpDkEY.—In this city, on the 30th ult., Michael 
A. Landry, M. D., formerly of Canada, aged 64 
years. 


LeEvis.—In this city, Dec. 27th, Dr. M. M. Levis. 
Deceased was one of the earliest graduates of the 
Jefferson Medical College, and at the time of his 
death was 77 years of age. His two sons are also 
pk nag vam one of them being Dr. Richard J. 

evis, formerly connected with this Journal. 


MoMourraziz.—In Washington, Dec. 30, William 
B. MeMurtrie, United States Coast Survey, eldest 
son of the late Dr. Henry McMurtrie of this city. 


Ticz.—Dec. 23d; at his residence, No. 161 East 
Eighty-sixth street, New York, Lewis Tice, M. D.; 
aged 45 years. 





